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In campiling this history of the b r o w & ,  it has b o l  our btentimi to malce it educe 
tiand, e f l t ~ ~  ktemting a d  facad. Many how ware spent in mads, 
intemimbgmldents, pouring over old atlme,and histaw of Monmouth Qunty, m h -  
Inp: for old photographs and checking and msschsWg drrtes arrd facts. Each bit of infoe 
mation h d  to othem or raked additional qwtipm. J9;s our deadhe grew closer we Peal- 
ked that it was n m a s q  to say, %we must stop here'' m n  thoughthere arc: many more 
items of historical i n t d  we would like to indude. As with any book of history some will 
remark that a particular subject or persun was mimed or inmmpletdy covered. The edi- 
tors accept futf respanslbdity for any omistbns, 

The ~dit~t's w d  appreciate e m  or ombsions b&g called ta their attention so that 
correction$ may he made 121 a future edition, 



THE BEGINNING 

The early settlers of the New Jersey area were the Dutch and the Swedes, the Dutch 
settling in northern New Jersey near the mouth of the Hudson River, the Swedes in South 
Jersey along the Delaware River. 

By 1655 the Dutch had defeated the Swedes and had suffered heavy losses from 
Indian reprisals. Their colonization consisted of only two small settlements on the Jersey 
shore across from the tip of Manhattan. Even though the Dutch were attempting to 
colonize the Hudson and Delaware rivers, the English retained their claim over the land 
based on John Cabot's discovery in 1497.. Occasional voyages from England reminded 
the Dutch of England's claim. In 1634 New Jersey was included in the first colonizing 

f ant (boundaries poorly defined but included New York, New Jersey, Long Island, 
ennsylvania, Delaware and Maryland) which was given to Sir Edmund Ployden by King 

Charles I. Ployden's four attempts to colonize ended in law suits and land suits. 

Because the Dutch were destroying trading houses, confiscating goods and imprison- 
ing English settlers, New Englanders urged the King to expel the Dutch. At home in 
England, business interests encouraged the King to send a force to take over the Dutch 
trade in the New World. King Charles I1 gave his brother, the Duke of York, power to 
govern a large grant of land which included New Jersey. The Duke, who was also Lord 
High Admiral, sent a fleet of four ships and 600 men under the command of Colonel 
Richa4 Nicolls. Colonel Nicolls was to serve as Governor and was given broad powers 
over the territory. Governor Stuyvesant quickly surrendered to the fleet on September 
8, 1664. 

Complications developed when the Duke of York gave to his friends, Sir George Carter- 
et and Lord John Berkley , full ownership of the territory known as New Jersey. The two 
proprietors assumed that they also possessed the powers of government. 

Colonel Nicolls, unaware of the transfer, had in good faith assigned large tracts of 
land in New Jersey to the companies of settlers, giving them the right to buy their land 
from the Indians. Among the grants was an area which included what is now Monmouth, 
Ocean and parts of Mercer and Middlesex counties, known as the Monmouth Patent, 
which was granted on April 8, 1665 to William Goulding, Samuel Spicer,Richard Gibbons, 
James Grover, John Bowne, Richard Stout, John Tilton, Nathaniel Sylvester, William 



Reape, Walter Clarke, Nicholas Davis and Obadiah Holmes. This patent required that 100 
families settle the land within three years. The property would not be taxed for seven 
years and the settlers were free to make their own laws and to worship as they wished. 

The land was purchased from the Indians with funds raised by settlers from Long 
Island and from what is now Rhode Island. 

There were already small settlements at Shrewsbury and at Middletown. In 1668 
Monmouth County was established. 

Berkley and Carteret recognized the Monmouth Patent by granting 500 acres to each 
of the patentees but in 1670 required the land holders to pay yearly "quit rents" on 
their properties. The patentees refused to pay. The dispute continued until after the 
American Revolution and even then was never fully resolved. 

In 1676 the area was divided into East and West Jersey with Carteret retaining East 
Jersey. Upon Carteret's death in 168 1, East Jersey was sold at auction for 34,000 pounds 
to William Penn and eleven associates. 

Of the twelve Monmouth Patentees only Bowne, Gibbons, Grover and Stout, all from 
Long Island, settled on the land. The others had sold their property to other settlers. 

When the Baptists began to settle around Middletown and the Quakers in Shrewsbury, 
a vast forest of oak and pine covered the gently rolling land. Walnut, hickory and chest- 
nut trees were abundant and supplied food for the settlers. The Indians had learned to 
tap maple trees and boil the sap for sugar. The early settlers were impressed with the fine 
meadows where the grass grew waist high. 

Wild animals ranged throughout the wpods. Panthers, bears and wolves added to the 
dangers of the early settlers. Disease took its toll. Where suitable meadowland was un- 
available, the ground had to be cleared and plowed, the cattle, sheep and swine protected 
from wolves. Firewood had to be cut and stored for the winter. Fish and game provided 
the major source of food for the first settlers. Beaver, mink, racoon and deer were hunted 
for their skins. 

As the settlers moved into the area more farms appeared and small villages began to 
take shape. By the time of the American Revolution grist mills.and saw mills had been 
built; tradesmen were established who provided the services needed by the settlers. 
There were smiths, cabinet makers, carpenters, wheelwrights and farriers. Farms grew 
wheat, barley and vegetables. Cattle, sheep and swine were raised. The cattle supplied 
milk, cheese, meat and leather; sheep provided wool and meat. Swine fed on acorns and 
were slaughtered for export to the West Indies. Salt pork was a staple. Chickens, ducks 
and geese provided eggs and were killed for food. 

Horses were bred and exported to the West Indies (1 685). Oxen were used to clear the 
fields and to transport produce. 

Shrewsbury Township, incorporated in 1798, included a large area, part of which is 
now Monmouth County and part of present day Ocean County. 

In 1849, the Township of Ocean was separated from Shrewsbury Township. 

On April 1 1, 1867, Long Branch Sanitary and Improvement Commission was incorp 
orated. The commissioners were appointed annually by the New Jersey Supreme Court. 



In 1873 Eatontown Township was separated from Ocean Township. Eatontown Town- 
ship included the present Eatontown, Oceanport, and West Long Branch. 

The people of West Long Branch became discontented with paying taxes to Eatontown 
Township, believing they did not get a fair return for their money. At that time there were 
a large number of estates in West Long Branch and therefore they were paying a consider- 
able amount of taxes. In 1906 an unsuccessful attempt was made to separate from Eaton- 
town Township. In 1908 a gfoup of men, led by Monroe V. Poole, requested that West 
Long Branch be separated from Eatontown Township. 

On March 1 1, 1908, the Eatontown Council passed the following resolution: "Re- 
solved that the Township Committee, of the Township of Eatontown, do earnestly pro- 
test against the incorporation of the proposed borough of West Long Branch as imperious 
to the township in seriously reducing its already small territory and cutting off a valuable 
portion of its assessed valuation in which but a small portion of its permanent population 
resides." 

An election was held on May 5, 1908 and the minutes of Eatontown Council state, 
"On June 16th, 1908 the Township was separated in two sections, Eatontown and Ocean- 
port remaining in Eatontown Township and West Long Branch as The Borough of West 
Long Branch." 

The Advertiser, an Eatontown newspaper, ran an item on May 8, 1908 on the events of 
election day. 

". . . An election was held in the limits of the proposed borough on Tuesday to determine if 
a majority of voters and taxpayers wanted it. The result proved that a large majority did want it. 
There were 225 registered voters, and of this number 163 cast their votes for the borough and 
73 against it, giving a majority of 90. (sic.) 

The chief promoters of the borough were out early and worked hard to get votes. No voter, un- 
less he was known to be strongly against the borough, was neglected until after he had voted. 
Several prominent citizens of Eatontown went over early in the day in an automobile and stayed 
all  day. Their object was to give what encouragement they could to those who were opposing the 
borough by bringing in voters from the suburbs in the automobile. But unfortunately the auto- 
mobile broke down in front of the polling place soon after its arrival and it was not till near the 
time of closing the polls that the damage was repaired. The accident was regarded as bad medicine 
and this, with the fact that the West Long Branchers seemed to look upon them as interlopers and 
meddlers, discouraged all further action and the most prominent of the prominent citizens from 
Eatontown spent the rest of the day in an exasperating discussion of the constitutionality of the 
school law with several of the Branchers who knew the law and what was constitutional when they 
saw it." 

On June 22, 1908, Monroe V. Poole, ~dward M. Beach, Frank S. Brand, Thomas W. 
Cooper, Charles A. Poole, Thadeus Schenk and John H. Sutphen met for the "first regu- 
lar meeting" of the council. Thomas W. Cooper was selected President of the Council, 
Fred A. Beale appointed Assessor; George L. Gibbs, Collector; George A. Hulick, Super- 
intendent of Highways; and Arthur D. Van Note, Borough Clerk. 

The borough was recognized as having three sections: Kensington Park, north of Broad- 
way near Oakwood Avenue; Wall Street section, Wall Street in the vicinity of present day 
Oakwood Avenue; and West Long Branch, centered at Cedar Avenue, Locust Avenue and 
Monmouth Road. 

One of the first actions taken by the new council was to authorize the appointment of 
three marshals; one for each of the sections. The marshals were to be equipped with a cap, 
badge, belt, stick and handcuffs. The speed limit was set at 12 mph. Nicholas V. White 



&yor and Cblascil, 1908. Ffont m, lhmws Ht. Coclpwj Sr,, M m e  K Paole, Dr. Nwa& Y Bwch 
dliPrmkS B u d  h k R o w ,  W e u s  &mk, A. h l e m i J o h n  f.*n 

was appointed as constable to serve the West Long h c h  section; R Hay= Cubbdy, 
maxshal for the Ke-on Park section and Charies StticIrtin, mmhl to mwe the Wall 
Street section. 

A beer bottling plant near the corner of O c e a n ~ r t  Road and the Eatontown Bdevard 
(Uamport Avenue and hadway)  had b m  a nuisance to the residents. At the sewmi 
meeting ofthe council, the plant was ddared "a public nuisance and illegaUy conducted". 
The prosecutor ww teqwted to take action to woke the license. 

J. Wesley Seaman was appointed city engineer to make profdes of streets and s i d e d  
Qther actions indicate how the residents felt they had been neglected by the Borough of 
Eatofitawn. In rapid 8uccwion the council requested the Board of FmhoIden to build a 
stone road on Cedar Avenue a d  on Momouth b a d ,  installed lights on WalI S W t  and 
hionmouth Road; initiated action to widen "Locust Amue.. , h m  Southdy Bornugh 
limits ta int-tian of Wall Street." (hfanmbutb Road -from Cedar Amue south was 
then part of Locust Avenue). 

In ordm to keep down the dust with water* the council made arrangements with the 
county "to sprinkle the Batontown and Long B m &  Boulevard h m  Turtle MD Bridge 
to Lnng Bran& City line and our half of Norwood Avenue from h e ' s  Comer to borough 
line at Potpie Wdge for the sum of $40.00 per wagon per month." 

Suwe&ng ~auncih cmtinued the wmk sbrW by Monroe V. W e ,  Edward M. 
Beach* Frank S. Bmd,  Thomas W. fiopw, Chatles A. Poole, Thadeus SScesak and John 
& Sutpfxen and have made the Borough of West Long Branch the pI-t pkce it L today. 





INDIANS INTHEWST LUNG BRANCH AREA 

The Indians who inhabited the Momuuth County a m  were Algonquh of tbe Dela- 
ware Nation. These were known as the Lenni-Lenape, in Indian tongue, and they clahned 
to be the most ancient of dJ aboriginal d o n s .  It is known that at least: as d y  as the 
&t century the Unami clan had developud trails to the ocean from their principal home 
areas f ong the Dehware Valley. 

One branch of their pathways cmssed the southern part of pment day Eatontown 
through the areas now called West Long Branch and Long Branch to the shore. These visits 
to the owan w m  w d y  in the summer season EuIlowhg Spring planting, and were p m  
sumably made for obtaining oysters, ciams, sea-fish and fowl, alsu for shells to make wam- 
pum, and just to enjoy the surf and sand as we do today, 

However, a very s m d  group called the "Nevisans" (Nav-) settled permanently in 
the area. They were wealthy with goods for trade with the Dutch and E@& settlers. 

Many communities cannot boast of the presence of Indians in their histories. However, 
a backyard discovery of skeleton& and artifacts by Mr. and Mrs. Wallace Markert in the 
early 1 930% was good proof that West Long Bmch can make this claim. This led to an 
archeological "dig" by the Indian Museum of New York and subsequent frndirxgs in the 
whole vicinity of Dennis Place and Wsey Street, Frankh Lake, and Shore Regional 
High School. It would be quite natural to assume that Broadway was once the eastern end 
of a traiI which passed by high ground and a stream (now Franklin Lake) necessary for 
suitabIe living conditions. 

We have a proud tradition that our State alone among the 13 colonies paid cash or its 
equivalent for every inch of land taken over from the Indians. Although it must be m 
corded that a few "fat deb" do seem to have crept ineo the transactions. One slight 
twist in the tradition came about in the pxfmt-day greater Long Branch area, involving a 
notewarthy wredling match back in 1 688 between an Indian and a settler on the beach. 
Colonists to the north had been eyeing the Long Branch area with an idea of spreading 
out. After preliminary dickerin@, the Indians invited the whites to a feast. As entertain- 
ment, the D e l a m s  staged mestlhg matches, and their champion named Vow-a-Vapon, 
easily defeated all comers of the tribe. 

Then, when it was time for business, the two groups disagreed on a term indicating 
land measure. It was settled by staghg a wrestling match between Vaw-5~-Vapon and a 
giant named John Slocum. It was agreed that the kcms would be settled try which side 
won the eontest, 

Vow-a-Vapon had a secret weapon in the form of goose grease s m w d  on his whole 
body so Sloclmz could not get a grip. Being no fool, Slocum used handfuls of beach sand 
to make a gritty surface, and two h o w  later emerged the winner. By mangemefit, the 
next day SIocum '*walked off' one day's worth which covered a considerable amount of 
ground - Long Branch.tba& Sea Bright, Little Silver through Eatontom, through 
West Long Branch to Oakhurst. Four EngIish pounds was paid for the property. Not much 
later, the Indim of Monmouth CSounW passed into the annals of the past. 



EARLY SETTLERS 

The earllest known $rave in West Long Branch is that of Ekabeth: Cook, W e  of &her 
Gook. The gtam Is iocatd in the clernetery of the Old United Fit Methodist Chwh.  
Elizabeth died November 2,1773, at the age of 37. Crossed bonw are cut into the head 
stone. Nearby am the gram of Waam k e n  (died 1 802) and Henry Green (died f 8 103 
and their wives. WiEam Green's wife, Ann, died isl 1788. These and soma other graves 
predate the Church, which was built in 1809. It a p p m  that the rear part of the present 
cemetery was an early buying, ground. 

The mrlht h w ; n  pave in 'the Old Fme Church cmetwp an Mo-ytb R d  is that 
sf Jab @ o m  who @MI in 179 1 at the age of TO ye- W W i m  Bridey, who OH th!e 
&I at Whale Pond Brook and w h ~  donated the l a d  for this demetery, was bnried &er% 
In 1840 at thasged90. 

b o n g  the e d y  wtkm in West Loag Branch w a  George Smith, wh6 owned a large 
farm To obtain help ofi his farm he wquW tbe ItemWs of JlaBh. &&ad b p s ,  an hmi- 
mt from Rotterdam. In 13~turn fur payment of b i ~  p-e frsm Rnttwdam, Meps was 
indatumd to George Smith fhr a period sf 7 ye*. D& ihb m o d  Mew w s  t~ wark 
for Sda, w h  would proP.ide him wit3 food and sheltert The ~gt&m&nt wa& tiW4 31 
hcember, 1754, Meps later m'artid th daughter of Gc,rger SWth and buUt a-how on 
the Smith l a d  His m e  became cosrmp.ttxl by his Bnglbsh neighborn pm$.~un&& !A as 
Maps, and was spelled mt way on his grave &ise in the Old Free Church eerndery. 



Michael Maps b a m e  wen known in the m a  as a chairmaker. Some chairs attributed 
to him are owned by collecton md his descendents. William EL hfacDondd, in his book 
"Centrd New Jemey C h k m k b g  of the Nineteenth Century", states that the Michael 
Maps ham@&& was noted as the h o w  in which wm held the f i t  Methodist Conference 
in New Jetsey. He a h  states that the house was photagraphed fm display at the Centm- 
dd Exhibitionin Philadelphia (I  876) as a QyicsaI Monnaouth County £arm house. Wdud 
Maps lived there until& death in 1802. ?&I son, Frederich, who fought in the Revolution, 
cmtinued chair making in this same how. Zensts, son of Frederieh, continued the W 
tion 0' cbair rnakidg. 

m, .. ;---? . r=- - 2 .- I:' : ,lJ . -. -; .. - 7 

hother f d y  was the ITawlad f a y  who's house dl st*& m Cedar Avenue. The 
original part of the h o w  was built Itn 171 1. Howland owned a large tract azr was m a 1  
with the vem early settlers. 7 % ~  house is now o c ~ q k d  by Mr. suzd Mm Mdo Barbed 

George Moutlt came here in the early 1800's and was the father of Mayor Samss Mount 
and Lavenia Mount. Lam& was B m  at '*Sandy Oaks'", 9 Jeffmy h o p  in 1859. 

Alexander McGregor m e  hem about 180% opened w m d  stores in the area and d* 
nated psoperty for the Methadkt Church md the school house. He sudden€y left the area 
in I834 to return to Scotilmd, Ris daughter married a Hopper9 another early family of 
wmt Long Branch. 

Some of tlw names that appw m e n t f y  on old snaps ase h~, Wodl~y, Sherman, 
Maps, Tdmaa, Deb, LipP;"mtt, E d w d s ,  Poot (Paole), S l o c : ~ ,  Chasey, Mount, 

AntQnid~, Hack, Coxrtse, Snzith, Van Note, Levp md Browef. 





EARLY BUSINESSES 

This area slowly grew more populous. A few Ems  appemd, and as the need arose, 
gist d s  and saw mills were built. Two of the grist mills were located adjacent to present 
West Lorig Branch: the BMey hbill ,on present hionmouth Road at Whale Pond Brook, 
and Turtle Mill located on p m n t  Broadway just west of Route 36, 

Photo from J. H. S&enckj 1868. 

Mnml Sphg .  86(il& r r ~  r&la? ir the Spring House shown aftera j h d  hud muad it it 3 four&- 
fioR TO the left $ the Btinlw Mi# kmt& on hnnwutli Road at Whle Pond h k ,  me mheml spn'ng 
was fimt dimv~td  h u t  1830. me wufw war tad for health pwposes. 

In the eady days3 our area *as r e f e d  lo as long branch, a e r  the bag b h  of the 
ShWsbury m6r. Tbe' area 'hcIuded p-t uptown Low- Brmch a d  part of what is 
ROW W e t  Long Branch. An' 1823 debd for the home df lbIrlbIr and Mrs. J. C Hemann at 
1060 Broadway rufers to the house as being %t long branch" (*ell& without uapitd 
lmas)'. 

Around 1785, there were enough Methodists in the vidrrity to bring Bishop Asbury here 
to preach, Bishop M u r y  M d  though New Jersey preaching wherever Methodists 
gathqd. In 1791, he referred to present West Long Bmch as "at" Lung Branch, and 
again in 1808, when he L bel3eved to have preached at the ptasent Methdist Church, 
he rnf~rnd to pTea&& "at" l n g  Bmch. 

The first church in this a& was erected on land donated in 1791 by William BrinEey. 
The Ghurch was b a t e d  on the west side of Monrnouth R a d  near West P ~ I I I ~ F  Avenue, 
Land adjacent ta it wm used as a cemetery. After the church c e d  to serve as a bourn of 
worship, the building was moved across the street and used as a barn. 



One of the d y  craftsmen in this a m  was Michael Maps, who came to West Low 
Branch in 1 754. Kis chain are now p&ed aatiqas. 



The first s t r e  at long branch was o p e d  ih 1% 12 by Michad Maps, grandma of the 
chairmaker, a d  Richard Wyckoff on the comer of Lowst and Broadway. Thee 
yeqs later it was sol4 to R1isfi.a Lippinqott, who conducted bwiaess there for over Prfty 
years. This intemion came t6 be know as LippincottYs Corner. A second stme was 
built in 1828 at U k t y  Psle (uptown Long Branch3 by Alexsutde~ McGmgor* w W e  horn6 
was located ,oa the south+& comer of M~immth %ad and Cedar Amnw. He sdd this 
hame to J 6 h  Eloppm in 18 15. ?%e name of Hoppertown m e  htn wmmon we around 
tM time. An 185 1 m w  identifics the inttsectim of Msnmoath Raid and M r  Avenue 
as Mechan'icsflIe and shows J. Hopper's stom on the northea9 comer of lseus't and 
cedar Avmlue6. 

G m  the Maps f a d y  
M c M  Mzp home~d& Hem ehaim were made by M & W  atad hi3 son &edm&k. Photo pmbably 
bejiwe 1900, 

A map of ,1873 identiEes the interssction as Branchbug and an 1889 map iden=es tlie\ 
intm$cti~n as W e t  Long Branch Post OfEce- Also on the same mag, the West Long Branch 
&hod District No. 86 includes what is now the Boruugh of WW Long h c h .  

An early store which is s t i  in use is on ihe corm b~tweea Locust Avenuw and Mon- 
mouth Road. ft is now Gallops Luncheonette and Minnie's Beauty Won. Will Golden sold 
gmceriea and dry goods in this store. Dot Dangler, who has Iiwd in West Long Branch 
&ice 1890, redhi the wago~ scales located in the road at the intersection of Cedar Avenue 
and Monrnoueh Road. M a  Golden, WWs daugfiter, would r,un across the street from the 
sto= to weigh loaded wagons so that the fariner would know the weight of bay, grain or 
whatever be was delivering, The weighing was done by a balm@ located near what is dow 
College Park Cleanem. Several times the gost o f f ~ c ~  was located in Golden's store and also 
at times located in the building nm occupkd by f he College Park Cleaners. 



Inr@sectiolt of Mimmouth kd and Cedar Avenue looking waet j h r n  C& Amue. Stare on @hf is 
Will &!dm's m w  occupied by G&'s and MnnnL's am@ Salon. &Id&? at center is "Wmt Low 
BramIt @&ge ~nufuctory'! A s d 1  burtding beyond the b M S k e m k  b m e  skowiog 
shop. Photo &ea 1390. 



Two mills were Ibcated nearby. Turtle mjll ww built before the Revolution and was 
located on the north side of Broadway hear the brook just west ofRoute 56! One ofthe 
several of the mill was Wed  when he became entangled in the m a w e r y .  The 
kinky mZU was located on Mmmwth Road s ~ u t h  p;f: Wh& Pond Brook. TI& mill was 
later sold' to Hopper as.shown on an 1851 map. 



TRE GROWTH AND DEVEU3PMENT OF THE EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM 

The educational history of the early West Long Branch schools had its beginning in 
1780, when the: first house was occupied for school purposes on land awned by Elisha 
West on Cedar Avenue, one mile east of Branchburg. Branchburg then was a a g e  in the 
southeast part of Eatontam Towfiship. This school was used until 1 8 12. 

One of the early settlers in the Branchburg area was Alexander McGregar who in about 
1807 purchased a small tract of land and erected a dwefling in part of which be open& a 
store. He also donated a lot for school and church purposes, and a schoo1 house was built 
in 18 10. Francis Martin was an early teacher in this school. 

McGregor's houw was owned by Urs. Harriet Wilkeson for over forty yeam. Following 
Mrs. Wikeson's death the home was sold to the Borough; the building was deemed unsafe 
and was demolished in 1957. The house was located on the present site of WooBey Park. 
M~Gregor kept his store at Branchburg until I 834 when he sold to John Hopper and the 
place became k n m  as Hoppertown. Ovar the years a few homes were built around the 
store, church and school md approximately fifty years after Hopper acquired the proper- 
ty the area became known as Mechanicsville, 

h 1869-70 fiity yards northeast of the school house, on the northwest Corner of Wall 
Stmet and Locust Avenue, a two-staried f m e  building was constructed for school pur- 
poses. Heat was furnished by pot bellied stoves tended by the older bsys. This school was 
under the supervision of Eatontown Township. 

Two of our prmnt day local residents attended this schooI, Miss Dosathy Dangler and 
Mrs, Louis H u h .  At one lime funds were not avdable to kwp the school open so Eaton- 
town closed its doors, A leal resident visitled the homes of the pupils and offered to re 
open the school and teach the cbildmn at sl rate of fifty cents per pupil. It was n ~ t  too 
long before funds became avuabie and Eatm town Township mumed the respodbihty 
for running the school. 

In 1904 the Board of Education voted to have a census taken in the Kensington Park 
m a .  The result of the census found fortyate students would attend' a school 3 erected. 
Constxuction stacted in August 1905 and the school opened Its doors in Oetober 1905. 
Miss Bessie Dennis was appointed to teach in the Hensington Park School at a salary of 
$50.00 a month. 
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Photo by lRiUIam H. Wilson, cirm l 9 Q O .  Courtesy Dot h@eq 

Group of sckool childmi in fmnr ofthe oi3 W f  Smer & b L  Back taw (as &myTed by Dot lhng!er) 
L e h  w, J w e  &Eden, fimce h i e ,  Euu Norton, D4f iWgI&, Hidm WQ, Ma Idneiy, M a  
Galden, Jennie St-, Cwme Vim Hue& Bowman, not h w n ;  front row, n ~ t  kreom Oliver Norton, 
B u w m ,  not know&, not h w n  /&ce hWenJ, Louie Pdmer, W i a m  Wool@, E d  Hoppw, next four 
gin5 mt known, LilIisn {or hkenca) Wm. In she doorwtqy, on #u right, Ann She- 

The Wall StreaS School w b d t  in 1904.Xt consisted of two rooms. After its erection 
the school hatlse an the northwest mmer of WalI &reef and Locugt Avenue was clmd. 
Accbrding to the minutes of July 8,1908 the Courrty Supexhtende~t of Schools, John 
&right, appointed to the Board of Education Robert Reid, president; Mome Pod@, 
district dmk; George 'Gibbs, Wodian af &a1 monies. Other members appointed were 
W d b n  Morris, George Watm, Austin Hday, George McXaUip, James Heyer and Richard 
Hugh- 

Mona Denise was hired to teach in the Wall Street and Kensington Park 
ScbooIs at o Aaw af $200.00 a year. Two pianos wwexe p m W  h m  James DumelI, a 
Long Branch piano merchant, at a cost of $250.00 each. Mr. Geo~ge Nelson was appoint- 
ed prindpal at a salary of 51,000.00 a year and substitute teachers w m  paid $2.50 a 
weals. 

In 19 14 to accommodate the borough's expanding population the Wall S t m t  School 
was hlarged. The Kemkgtoh Park School was do- the following year and the children 
from &at am were hamported to the Wall Street School by horse md wagon; in the 
snowy weather sleighs were used. These daily trips were enjoyed by two presentday 
residents, Herbert Van Note, Sr. and Basil Slocum. The former Kensingtop Park S c h d  
huIldhg &Il stands today an Owanport Avenue and b a private. residence. 

The bmugh continued to gtow and in 1927 the Wall Street School was expanded to 
its p m n t  size. At that t h e  when students graduated they wmt on to Chattle High 



Schud in tong  Bmncb and later to the pmsent tong Bmch High School b W g  an 
Westwood Avenue. 

West Long B~anch, as t,aday, cop1tinud ta be attractive aomunity md the @puk- 
tion continued ta pow. The baby boom 1.hat fullawed World War II btought about a 
demand for additlanal d-mm spa= and the Locust Avenue School was erected in 
1 95 1. In 1955 the Federal Gavwnrnent appmpdted d m ~ ~ t '  % 1,000,000 to build four and 
one-haIi additional rooms to the structure. In 1958 the Board of Education announced 
the addition of 1 2  classrooms, one all-purpose mom, a a m '  mom, one teachers' 
room, three administrative officus, store morns, a small laitchan a d  boys' and &k' 
shower rooms. One of the highIights of the borough's f"dtieth & v e m  in 1958 was 
the dedica tian of the School as the Frank Antonides .School to honor a civic minded man 
who spent fortysix years on E ~ E  Board of Education. At the pmmt time the elementary 
school population is approximately 900 pupfls and 60 teachers. 

The Superintendent of tho West Long h u s h  Public Schud System is Peter C. 
Smdibs W ~ Q  was appointed in 1961. A&sthg Mr. sat id ti lo^ are lMiss Betty McElxnon, 
principal of the Wall Street School and b e s t  b Mel~f~hik ,  principal of the Fmnk 
Antonides School. %vhg on the B d  af Education iri 1 937 =: P~ter S. Falvo, Jr., 
president, MIS. Marylou Reazo, vice pfesident, and James Wagher, Jr., Dr, Edwin T. 
Hunter, Mrs. Wendy P a h ,  Mrs.Ang~h SgFo, F. Donald Squillaate, Mrs. Lynn R. stenwk, 
and Albert Wagner. Robert Tatantolo is the. capable Seataw to the Board. 

-MY Dot Dadex 

-01 house at lefi f9 on the mrtIPw@t comer .of Locust Avenue and W d  $fmt. PJhodograph wwas taken 
looJang west on Wlrll Street- flrflI MIdmw's mlie warh ar right. CVm f 900. 



WdZI Stmet School, early 190Q 3. 



SHORE REGSONAL HIGH SCHmL 

1 n the late 19SQ's the Long Branch Board of Education nuttfied several of its sending 
districts that it no longer would be possible to aontinue accepting high school students. 
West tong Branch, along with Oceanport, Sea Bright, and Monmbuth Beach began 
immediately ttb plsn for a regional high school. One of the important decisions was the 
lotzition of the school, After an extensive seruch an attractive site was selected in West 
Long Branch, The school was to be d e d  Shore Rsgi~nal R ' i  Schod. Ground was 
braksn in September of 1961 and the dedication and opening, was In September 1962. 
The school is a onestory sprawbg structure b a t e d  bn the &om of FrankIin Lake. At 
this writhg approximately 1,175 students attend the school and they are taught by 8 1 
facujty mmbers. 

The Bomwh has four representatives on the S h m  Rdgiod FEgh School Board of 
Education. Repeenthg the Bornugh in 1977 were lames P. IlelehantSr, J . ,  James M. 
Ronan, Anthony M, Mzmzo, and John S, Jones. Mr. Donald W. C W l  was the Svperin- 
tendent of the District and Mr. Thomas W. Garland, Jr., was the Samtary to the Board. 

PARENT-TEACHERS ASSWIATLON 

Like many o ~ k m t i o m  involved with the welfare of children* the group we know as 
"P.TA." developed out of the h p d s e  to work for children, with a basic motivating d e  
pendence on God. 

The winter of 1897 had seen a remmkab1e gathering of Womm in Washington, D.C. in 
response to a wmwm to the "Motherhood of the Nation," MIS. Edwin Grice, one of the 
Pmt women ever dated to a board of education back in 18.95, worked to make a New 
Jersey branch of the new National Congress of Mothers which was spreading thrwgh the 
countty. Y m  later Mrs. Grice, the Arst piesfdent of the New 3emy Prvent Teachers 
Association reflected, "In the sgirit of abmlute dependence on Divine Guidance, was the 
N.J. Congress of Mothers born." 

The New Jersey Congress of Mothers was an aggressive, mially co:oncamed group fTOm 
the start. For example : legdative works protecting child labor and women was in pro- 
gress by 1902; a petition was sent to the legislature that women be p h e d  in managerial 
positions at the state Tuberculosis Sanitarium ; home economic& courses and "househdd 
arts" were requested for elementary schools; a "Good Roads" department was estabwed 
for safety. As far back as 19 1 8, pre-natal pamphlets in five languages were distributed to 
foreign-born mothers. The annud physbal and dental exdnalions for all achool &Wren 
were established by F .T,A. Emphasis was placed on hot lunches for studqb, higher sal- 
aries far teachers and the importance of endy religious trafnlng. 

1925 saw the campletion of the gradual title transition from "N.J. Congress of 
Mathm-Parents and Teachers" to 'W. J. Consess oflarents and Teachers'" uder to 
conform with national action the year befare. 

1926 was the year West Long Branch dwided to hecome part: of thls movment. On 
December I st our P.T.A. held its organization meeting in the Grammar School with the 
late Mrs. Fred W. Vun Note as presiding officer and twenty charter membm. By 1948 
membership was 157 and this y a  it is 785. 



P.T.A. is .so@ the most d ~ c x g ~ ~ y  m t w d  organizatioas in Amcdca, Any 
parent or twchw in n given school system m y  j0ih end have equal 'Csay'' with all ofhers. 
All work aad rime are ~Iunteerbd. Committees may be added or dropped as needs change, 

When Wt. S. Green was presiding during 1933-34 tha P.T,A. bought m t d  and had 
draps made fm the G ~ a m w  School's second flmr auditorium in time far the June 
W u a t i o a  

Before 1940 a P.T. A. staffed =feteria, complete with printed menu, w in full opera- 
tion at the Grammar School. One lady was wok and two we* &ked to sem on a one- 
week basis; Due to the d w  appetites of younger children, and their o~emhehing 
love for pmut  butter, the p r o m  was disbanded in the ealtly ff'ties; when K-2nd 
grades were returned to the school afiq a few years at Fmnk Antonidw Schod. 

In the early 1940's P.TA sgomred the student insurance plan; and in 1952 a 
snf* p a t d  was estabhwL D&hg the pedal 1940-42 Mrs. Bogmius, now M&. E. 
Bradley, held meetings whi~h laid the ground work to d t i t u t e  the '"2s milk" p t o g m ,  
which was then matched by government subsidy. FMquenJly, after general rneetiw, 
them were hidory quirt= with man ~reniuh women. P.T.A aponsoreid a cub scout troop 
with the help of Mr. and Mrs, B ~ u s .  Many fathers were aMive in F.T*A. at that time. 

The ysar w& 1953: a very successful 'Tan Can!' show was put on by the P.T.A. mem- 
bers to launch a shldent scholar&@ fwd, according to Mm Men Woolfey, Jr., one of 
the committee women. Tha f b t  stchdadiip of $400.00 was awarded in 19$8, hit. R d  
OIimdoM b b m e  the first inah pmident in 1955. 

Our little ldnder@fteners have hen  we1comed with juice and codcies,on the day before 
school begins since 1956. They meet their teachers (then Gibb or Mn. Pmitt, now 
Mrs. Weron or Mrs. Pnritt) and their new surroundings, This, too, is accomplished by 
P.T.A. bdia. 

Around 1958 the P.T.A. begm providing an mud T w b '  lm2:heon to emomgs 
commu~i~ations between parents and teachem As the po$datiQn ,of the barnu& begtatl 
tu d a t e  in &e earIy 197Oas, P.T.A induced a new pmat w d c o m .  In 1972 the 
Wciation established the Block-Pmnt &ogmm 

A p-hd handicapped child census was conducted in cooperation wizht he P5atbml 
P.T.A. For the past two yeam the P.T.A. has psented Board of Education Cmdidates 
IntmduGtipn Might, 

h n g  the gifts d a t e d  to the && by the P.TA srre drape*, a piano, blmktup 
behind the >w tape recorde~~~~ movie projecstm, &n@, a portable puQEc address 
$ystlsm, numemu,$ U b a y  boob each yew and teIeMon sets. The P.T.A. and the Bawd 
of JSucation divided the 35,000 cost crf a g$tm @&sting of twa television o m ,  
two monitm and two video tape recorders. Recently, a potter*s wheel, an Bnmmmrnmt 
signmd quipmerit were given to the schools. 

Aswdatidn officers for the current pear are: &fm Helen Gallido, president; Mrs. Janet 
Tud, 1 st vice president; h. S M a  hyies,  2nd vice president ; Mrs. Vi-ia Mastemmi- 
Smith, recodng secretary; Mn. -1yn De Marw, -podding -9arg; and Mrs. 
Mary Gallagher> ire-r. 



WEST LONG BRANCH PUBLIC W W Y  

The fdlowing is excerpted from a flyer distributed by the West Long Branch Library 
Associa tion dated f 9 19: "In the summer of 1 9 1 7 the ladies of the Borough of West Long 
Brddnch fomed and mcofpomted a Lr'bmy Amdation. They have made rapid p r o m s  
since then and now have a collection of over five hundred excellent books. The Library 
is at  present in the auditorium of our public school. It is open as a reading room and 
for the circulating of books on Tuesday and Friday afternoons from three to four 
o'clock." 

In 1927 a ~eferendum was submitted to and approved by the townspepple to W e  
a Municipal Library and the Borough took over the operation. Until 1957 the Borough 
Office and the Library had no permanent home. When the Borough arranged with the 
West Long Branch Community Center to purchase the south wing of the center, pro- 
visions were made to house the Library in the renovated structure. Previous to this the 
Libray had bcen housed in two other locations; most of the records concerning this 
period of the Library's history have been lost or destroyed. In speaking with former 
board members it was learned that the Library remained a relatively small operation 
for many years. One part-time person was in charge and b o d  members offeted their 
assistance as needed. A report for the year 1940 is available and shows that the Library 
had 243 adult and 166 junior members; the collection consisted of 5,46 1 volkames. 

After the move to the new Municipal Buttding in I 927, where the Library was housed 
in one relatively small room, the Library hours were expanded to three afternoons and 
three .evenings per week, a total of I S hours. During this pedod the collection was grow- 
ing; particdm emphasis was placed upon sttengthening the reference collectiom The 
Library was ab1c to offer a greater u&ety of d c a s  w b n  an agreement was signed in 
1 9 59 with the Monmouth County Libray. A statistical report fur the year 1960 showed 
600 borrowers. At the present time 49% of the Borough residents are registered with the 
Library. 

In I970 the B.om@ entered into an agwment with tfie West Long Bmch C!omud- 
ty Center to purchase the b-nitemway area of €he center. The m a  was then cmverted into 
a modem, hmdsomdy demm%ed and fundshed library fa&@. Once psttt of the Nor- 
w d  Country Club mmpIex, it was a stable for polo ponies in the 19 10'8. The Ubmy 
siaff c o d &  of the Head U b w  and an mistant, two libraty clerks and two pages. 
The hours have beetl inmas& to thirty which indude four mew, five afternoons and 
S a t d a y  mordng. Spacial errices include story how,  fh pmgmm, pick-up and de 
livery to shut-ins and a large print collection that include3 fiction and non-fiction, the 
largetype edition qf t h ~  Reaper's Digat and the New Ywk Tunes w e  Type W d y .  
The Library &dates over 60 periodids and L adding regid& t0.a word w&&m 
which at p-nt numben 700. 
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THE WEST LONG BRANCH POLICE DEPARTMENT 

The West Long Bmch Police Department has come a long way since the appointment 
in 1908 of two mmhds, N~cholas bs. White and R Hayes Cubbefly who s e w  at an 
annual salary of 25.0 ddlars, In the twenties a motorcycle patrolman covered West ton$ 
Branch. In the thirties and forties a twwnan police form s e m d  the Borough and a two- 
door Oldsmoblle coupe replaced the motorcyde m the for tie^ It was aat until 1934 that 
radio communication was estabIishd. As the population of the Borough psew following 
World War U it became necessary to expand the departmerit. Old timers had fund mem- 
ories of the motorcycle patrol officers: Joseph Siocum, Fred %cum, and Robert EIoyt. 
E d  Elanaway was the fm poIice chief to be appointed; this was in the early thirties. 
Earl was the father of patrolman Michael h w a y  who joined the force in 1972. Chief 
%away and Captain Frank Bilotta were the West brig Branch Police Department until 
195 1 when patrolman W m n  B a d  was appointed to the force. Chief Hamway served 
until 1955 when he retired and Bil;o#a was then made Chief; he aemd until 1973, the 
year of his retirement. Lieutenant Bmd retired in 1968 as the result of an idury sw- 
Wed while serving as a police ofncer. Our present Chief, Ira E. White mi Lieutenant 
Ralph Yarn& joined the Departmerit in 1955. Lieuteaant Herbert Van Note fellowed in 
1957, Sergeant Alfred Thohe in I961 and Sergeant Jmes Maletto m 1965. 

The Police Department, dong with other Borough departments, moved from Monmo yth 
Road to the present headquarters in the Bmugh Hidl camplex iomted on PopIar Avenue 
in 1957. Previously the department had been located an the se~ond floor of the tire house 
used by Fire Company No, I ; this building has since been demolished and replad by a 
modem structure. The Police Department was a ane-car operation wtir 1957. Only one 
man w% on duty at a time and the Polhe Department teIBphane was manned by Mrs. 
h a d  Brand who operated from her home. Ibis wrrs a complex means af communication. 
Mrs. Brand received calls in her home and then called The Monmouth County Police 
Radio Station in Freehold; they in turn d e d  the police- car on duty in West Long Branch 
by radio. In 1968 the Borough established its own two-way poIice radio and hired dis- 
patchers who work from a desk in police headquarters. In 1971, under a $rant f m  the 
New Jersey State Law Enforcement Blaming Agency we received funds and h t W d  a 
complete radio cansue containing the most up-to-date communications equipment. 
D d n g  the same year a grant fmm the New Jersey Office of Highway Safety was used to  
aaqdre a traffi~ safety unit which contab the htat radar equipment, m c  oar, 



bmthalyzer and other modern traffic safety eqUipmpmt. In 1975 a Detective Bureau was 
establiied under the *tion of Detective Jaha Falduti who johed the departmmt ill 
1966. Pattotman John Demaee serves as j w d e  aff?mr; he joined the force in 1971. 
Under the capable direction of Chief ha E, White the Department mszirrtaina a high stand- 
ard of exceBenc~. AU members of the Police DepaRmmt have been trained and are cool- 
&antIy being brought uptodate on new police techniqu~~ 

The cumnt members of the Department are: 

Chief ha E. white PtI. Michael Hanaway 
Lt. Ratph N. Yamdo Ptl. Frank Romo 
Lt. Herbert Van Note, Jr. W. Joseph HeIlmers 
Sgt. Alfred Thome Ptl. Ross Hendrickson 
Sgt. James Maletto Ptl. William Richard$ 
Det. Sgt. John Falduti Pti, I?m& Magajo 
Ptl. Robert Piantdda Pa. James C. 'I"1ce 
W. John Demaree 

Ann Bmuds 
Uoyd Stetler 
Wtlliarn Gilman 
JoM Speck 
NiEBa Etbersoa 

Herbert Wilderspin 
Rae DeFiIIIpo 
Dorothy Coogerstein 

Specid Police 
William W e y  
Daniel Aumck 
Wirliam Rice 
Frmkbl Dennis 
Eugene Dmte 



The volunteer fire company is a uniqu~ American htitrrtion. NQ history of West Long 
Branch can be written without mentioning tb deeds of s e l f d f i l e  performed by the 
mernb~rs of our volunteer fire departmeat. They frequently call@ upon to gel out of 
bed in the dead of night, sumetim in a h-, to make rescues and fight f i w  at great 
personal risk to protect somebody else's home,or place of business. 

West .Lung, Brstrch FiEe Company No. 1 had its beginnihgs in 1982, six ytms before the 
offidiaI fbunding of the Borough. At that time what is pmssntcday West Low Brmch wa 
aswtion of Eatontown. The Oompany waa known at the founding as Fm Company No. 3. 
'ffie organizational meeting to fourid the campmy was held in the old Junior 0-UAM. 
building that owpied the site lof the present Mechanics W. The building was destroyed 
by fixe and mbsaquqnt meetings tack &cse in a bam of the property of Chdc Taylor. 
Later sesio'trs were held monthly at the Bomes of the m s m b s  mtil enough money was 
raised byd.watbfls to. construct a fmz home. 

Tbe fmt phce: uf equipment okhd by the company was * . s t e l  b e  truck equipped 
with chumid tanks a d  1slddwi-s; this rig was p m M  by the Township Cornmift&. At 
first fhe firemen sugpfied the brawn to get the uppatlfhs tu a b h ,  but.pedssian was 
granted hter by the Committee to catmumdeer my team af hot= that was b d y *  !.<Q 
among h e  first expeadim wd.erhken by the CQmpmy mas at the Janam, 1983<, met- 
&, when &fie gong in the form of a Iqeomotiw tire was a u t h h d  to be ptmhstd. 

- - 4. --- 
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Among the & h E g b  in the emly W t o ~  of the Compmiy was a c q w i n n  of its Qwn 
fire ha==. AII e ~ ~ ~ c h r ~ n i c l ~ p l x t  it this way: "rt was in Mar&, 1915, that we r&d 
the highest point in our proms, whm the 1ong.sought ambition was realized, in f he pw- 
chase of those faEuZ old, yet beautiful, b1&& 'fite homes, Harry and E o w d ,  from the 
Neptune Fire Company of Prsbury Park, through the intemessjon of Chief Stillwa&w at a 
total cost of $350,08 which was paid, by assessmnt af the membem, m a nate carried by 
brother hlomm &man," 

The next majot step in the history af Campmy No. I occurred tn 1 92 I when thev -a& 
q W  a motor driven Tire apparatus ill the fotm of a Stutz 50O-gall~n pumper And a hoe 
truck. This sturdy truck sewed the Borough for 28 y m  and w mphced by a: 75tbgdlon 
pumper in 1949. Another high point in the &tory of the Campany was when they ded3- 
mted their new Whowe on bfonrnouth Road; many manhem of the Company volunteered 
their ~ d w  to mstnrct U s  modem building 



FIRE COWANY NO. 2 

WM MngBran& Fire Company No. 2 was formed in 19 15 when p soup of voluntm 
met at the hum .of W I U b  H. Dennis on Victor Avenue. Mr. Ben& was elected the ,first 
president. The csmpwy 's first &how& 63 Omahport A~enue was dedicated in 1 9 16 and 
with the arrival of the company's new engine they were eady to .pmkct Zhe Btamg&. An 
attractive, new hnctbnal M d h g  now $em& the Company's head~u&a;rs; W B n W  
ing was dedicated irl 1967. 

In May of 1973 a wetdown was held fbr the company's new 1 OOQ @on Ma& Tde- 
Squirt. The "Squirt'" it is fondly cded has a combination bf a 554oot aerial laddm and 
water tower, She has proven tima and time again how i i n p b t  she redly is in thdr Ere.. 
attack plans. She .c&s 500 gallons of water in her boostet t& as well as having Scott 
Air Pa& Sn her j jump seats just aft .af the cab. The Company also has the oldest truck in 
tom s t i l l  h riemiw, a 750 gallan Mack pumper that has m e d  faiEhfidy for many y m .  

THE WORST FIRE 

The worst fire ever Fwd by the W e d  Lcmg Banch FiEe Depww~nt came h~ 3muav 
1937 whm flmes l d e d  the p t i a 5  Bubert T. hrmn mandun. Damage tn the -don, 
which: had sewed as the summer White ROW for President Wbon+ HI= oomtad zit 
$l,Oo,0,000. Fbm$# from b n g  Branch and Oman T o W p  aided in the fight. 

SANTA CLAW COMES TO TOWN 

me West L i o q  Branch Fiw Department provides trrtnsporthti~n for Santa Qaus .mob 
Christmas. Atop the £ire trucks Sank rides through the Borough d i b u t i m  toys td each 
cbUd under 12 yeam of age. TbEs is one of the many h e a r t ~ w d n g  traditions of our 
Eriendly Bow&. 

THE WEST LONG BRANCH m!3T AID SQUIQCi 

The West Long Branch First Aid Squad was organized on April 17, 1931 with Harry 
Cooper as its fimt president. Witb 16 members, they purchased their first ambulance f m  
the Flock F w d  Home for 32,000 in July. The late J a m s  R Mount, then Mayor, en- 
dorsed a n0t.e for $2,100 and through the efforts of the quad members a house to house 
canvas was made, in wbich $2,200 was raised, enabling the note to be paid off on Sep 
ternbur 25, 1931, The fmt ambuiante was put into d c e  ao August 3, 1931 and was 
garaged at Chester Den&*, later at George Van Huel's and then toom was found at the 
Eirehouse. 

The squad, by incorporating ia 1933, was able to bs aided fmncidy by the bMough 
as the result of a state law giving the borough that power. 

During the period from the squad's o-tion until April 1938, the First Aid Squad 
and the ambulance were maintained by the members of the squad through public d m -  
tiom and the sponsoag of n u m m  affairs. In that year, the ambulance was t u d  over 
to the borough so that expenses of maintenance and operation could be qared by the tax- 
payers of the borough as in the case of the F.ke Department. in Apdl 1938, bids were * 



2Besqud mh&m~@dfWt010a~peryearatthfs~8WW.rlmlreF 
f r i ' & d  e&bm!m that h 1966 it W&sd&esary h mphw&& 1955 d u h n ( 5 e d t b  
a new smtr&nce with ihe la@ qnipmt .  W ambutme M Q-B pipad & & 
Robinson stmfcher whicLee~lle$,fhe ~ & t  Aid corpmm5p: pi& up patients without .&- 
l w W i t h t & ~ t i q n  and w q d w  qaippsd - 5 3  & J mswcWes This mbuba was 
dd&ed to. B w d  Ww&y fw E M i M  helg to W*,&adtng squad, %tsM Aid 
&=ad rn weram be* tlutn a wD-s day4 making458 mlb dm4gthe year 1376, 

Qur Rrst MQ & 6 b a a ~ n W e w N & i s : a & @ m t a . ~ a W f w  
hip it, ma& it go&,3bugb &@ p0riw dhpatdher whe im&'Wt tb, &mu& the, 
system hMl& inl the mmbtm' homes. The '-*dentT* system k 'on fmm 12 fiif- kn 
~ : O Q  ,-,a ~h mt ~ Q W  m e h m  rn o~ a ~ w  for fib , ~ W S  ma ~6 TOIS 
are ,&ways ~~ .of g&tbq help. The Plec%tom uid P aoobets wefe pw&sd by &-a 
PM did Sawn 3t rtn ev- ofltpp~~ximdety 

Courtesy P h t  AM Squad 

mt ambdmc, 1131. 



Not only has the squad p m n  itself lQcalIy, but statewide as w.d, having answeted 
such disaster c a b  as the Uwm Caartle, Wtember 1934, and the Hindenburg at Lake- 
h w t  'in May 1937. It has co-=red such events as the Gov81llar?s Bay in Sea &€, and at- 
tended ceremonies when theKing and Qyem of hgland mdved in Red Bank. 

The squad bas taken an active part in the spread of First AZd work such as c lam and 
demonstratiom of first aid wodc boa locally and statewide. The Fist Aid Squad is a 
charter member of 1st District of the New Jersey First Aid Council but because of g e e  
graphical subdivisions hah joined the 1 6th District which is cdmposed of towns jn the 
tiuIToufl*m. 

The bffiCem for 1 977 we Kenneth Wdters, president; Tho- O'Rorke, dce p M e n t  ; 
George Blair, secretary; Paul Updike, treasurer; Wctor H W  apt&: George Blair, t st 
lieutenant; Nels Warren, 2nd lieutenant 

Mwt of the information in the above account ~ p p d  hi a souvenir booklet hued by 
the First Aid Squad on the occasion of its fortieth anniv- in 1971. 

WEST LONG BRANCH AUXILIARY OF FiRE COMPANY NO. 1 

The auxiliary was orgadzed in A p d  19 16 at the wedding reception for George and 
SeIina Van Huel. Mrs. Van Hue1 wag our frrst president. Rounding out her date of officers 
m e :  Mrs. C.H. Sdlwagon, vice-president; Mrs. James Atchmon, sectetary and Mrs. Frank 
Antonides, treasurer. There were fourteen charter members and by the end of the fbst 
year there was a total membership of thirty*ix ladies. 

During six decades we have had several presidents, namely: Blrs. George Van Huel, Mrs. 
LewisPher, Mrs. Walter Sheman, Mrs. William Morris, Mrs. Fred W. Van Note, hiis. 
Frank Dennis, Mrs. Leon Bowman, Mrs. CorneLius Woolley, Mrs, Henry Schultz, Sr,, Mrs. 
Louis Huhn, Mn. John D e h i n ,  Jr., Mrs. Fred Worles, Mrs. Joseph De Filippo, Mrs. Vem- 
on Worles, Sr., Mrs. R u a d  Hagarman, JL, Mrs. Phillip Cfttadho and Mrs. Peter Wort man 

The auxitiary's goal has always been to help the firemen when called upon. An example 
of that help is told in an excerpt from the minutes of the Burough Cound meeting of 
June I 5 ,  1 922, which read "A check for $1,000 was received from the Ladies Auxiliary of 
the Borough Chemical and Truck Company No, 1 representkg their donation toward in- 
stallation of the fire alarm signal system." 

Through the years that folIowed our major donations to the fmmen have Included: 
cabinets, drapes, a refkigerator, a memorid plaque and paint for the interior of the Pir* 
house. It is always a chalIenge for us to think of new ways to help our men, 

During our early years we raised money for our projects by holding socials, auctions, 
bazaars, dances, and cad patties, In mom recent ywrs we have added to our fund r W g  
activities by having rummage sale$, car washes, and tricky h y s .  This year we are addim a 
booth at* the Community Center Fair. 

As we all h o w  money cannot buy evmything, so we support the men by making caf- 
fee at fires, helping at their fwctiorzs, s e e  breakfast before their Christmas toy dis- 
tuibution and rnarchiug in parade% To add a little fun to our work schedule we partici- 



pate fn the games at the Annual Firemads Field Day at Franklin Iaka We also enjoy a 
summet barbecue and a gala Chthtmas party. 

Many years have elapsed &c.e our ineption. We now operate with a membership of 
tW industrious ladies, which indude two charter members who are sti l I  activb in thd 
auxiliary; they are Mrs. Florence Huhn and M k  Dorothy Dander. It hm been due to 
their dedication and sedce, and others Illre them, which has mabled us to coatinue work- 

Our god. 

Our present officers me: Mrs. Judy Wortman, pmident; Mrs, Rae DeFaippo, vice 
president; MIS. Karen Huhn, corresponding secretary; Mrs. Irene Worles, m o r d i i  secre- 
tary ; and Mrs. Pa& Cooper, tregsum. 

In the future, as in the past, our goal will remain the same, to help and support tbe men 
who unse1Wdy v~luntuer their time and services to oontri'bute to the well being of our 
c o l m u ~ .  

WEST LONG BRANCH AUXILIARY OF FIIllE COMPANY NO. 2 

West Long Branch Fire Company No. 2 was organized in 19 16. Thmu@ the untirinIp 
efforts of the men of the Company who gave of their time, labor and money, a lot was 
purchased on Oceanport Avenue and a firehouse erected, On September 18, 19 16 the 
&st meting was held. 

D&g this period great hardships were endured and it soon became evident that if the 
F h  Company was to be a wccess, aid. was needed. Pamission was granted by the 
Compmp to orpnize mtn auxiliary. On December 17, 191 6 an orgdzation m e e a  waa 
held at the home of Mrs. William H. Dennis and the following officers were elected: 
Mrs. William H. Deanis, president ; Mrs. Kate Bmer ,  vice-president ; Mrs. Robert Parker, 
t t e w r ;  Miss Lilliam Dennis, secretary; Mrs. John WoUwtt, Mrs. Mortimer Thome, and 
Mrs. John Rohbeck, ways and means and welfare committee. 

In the d y  years money was made by having pie socials, cake sates, fairs, block dances 
and by making clam chowder for sale at the &house on special days. In later years, card 
and Bmm parties were held. Chances were sold on special. gifts and many affairs were 
held at the homes of members. 

Most of the money was given to the Fire Cbmpany to help clear the mortgas, which 
was retired m 1927, Each year the women, with money furnished by the Company, h# 
purchased gifts for delivery to the children of the Borough at Christmas time by the Fire 
Company. 

Great credit is due the mm and women who so tirelessly gave of themsel~s a monu- 
men1 for the good of a l l  citizens of the community. The members of today are still wiIl- 
h g  to give of tbemdm, to aid in my way possible, the Fire Company in the vdunher 
work nwesmy to the success of the Company and the Ebrou@ of West Long Bmch 

This year the awriliarg. is honoring six members who are still active after 25 years. They 
are Mrs. Hmbert Van Note, ST., Mrs. W111h Conway, Mrs. John Conway, Mrs. Kenneth 
P. West, Mrs. Jennie Bglia, and him* Rose Tania These members have held various of- 
Uintheauailiarywerthayeats. 



The pre&nt officers are: Mrs. S o m e  Van Pelt, president: Mrs. Marion DrheoU, viw 
president ; Mm AIexis Schuh* secretary; and Mrs. h i s  Payne, tmmrer. 

W T  LONG BRANCH M O R  FIREMEWS AUXILIARY 

The Wkst Long Branch Junior Firemen's Auxiliary was established in I969 in associa- 
tion with the West Long Branch Fire Department. This came about af€er many months of 
lengthy delibemtioa within the fire department. As a result of these deliberations it was 
decided that younger members were needed. These young men would be iwolvad with 
both fm companies in the Borough. 

The purpose of this organization is to give hterestd young men of the Borough be- 
tween the ags of sighteen to twentyone an opportunity to become involved with the 
fme department and dl aspects of the fm wmice. Once an individual becomes a Junior 
Fireman, he can see first-hand what is involved in being a fireman. It also gives the fire 
companies an opportunity to train these men for three years under alI ~~nditions thus 
once becoming a - 1 ~ 1 ~  member they have a fully trained man on the job. 

Tbw young men are members of both of the fire companies in the town so that buth 
benefit. Also, by behg associated with the two companies a junior can decide more con- 
structively which of the two they wish to join as a -regular member. 

The only limitations placed an these men m: (I) They are not permitted to enter a 
b m h g  or burnt out building withoat the orders of an offtcer. (2) They are not petmitted 
to drive 9n apparatus at my time. These limitations are for bwance mamm In all other 
aspects a junior is a fufl fledged -man. 

To hecome a Junior Fireman, an individual has to be a resident of the Borough for at 
least three years, fiis age has to be eighteen to twenty-oae, and he Iras to be medically fit, 

Once accepted by the regular company as we11 as the juniors, he enters a one year p r c ~  
bationary period during which to prove his desire. to be a fuemdn. During this time he is 
required to attend the Monmauth County Fire College far train-. He is aha required to, 
attend company and department W s  and tectutes, and maintain a 60% percentas of all 
events, 

The Junior Fire Department is self-governing. If has a president, vice-president, mcre- 
tary, treasurer, and a captain. They hold their own regular monthly meetinjg on the 
third Monday of each month. They me also permitted to attend the monthly meetings of 
the senior companies. 

Ln the opinion of most who have come into contact with this organization and have 
seen it function under m y  different situations, it is agmd that it is one of the best 
things that has ever happened to the dspartmmt as well as the Borough. 



m d e  by J i m  &&I at ddbthn of &ue for Old 8 k e  C k w h  &m&ay, i%y 30,1977. 

In 1665, the Duke of York granted the Motlmouth Patent, which was the basis for the 
founding of Monmoutb County. One of the participants in this Patent was W W m  Reape, 
the great-grandfather af one William Brinley who opmed  the grist and saw ndb on his 
land dong Whalepond Brook, the div£ding h e  between Oakhurst and West brig Branch 
The Brioley f W y  swud the h d  from the Xndlatls and lived on it for several genera- 
tions. They had their home, which still stands just south of Whalepond Brook, their d s  
and fm* 

Early records recount that about 1785 Bishop Francis Asbury, the first Arnsrican 
Methodist Bishopp, was- p m e l h g  in the m a ,  using a school house, a clearing in the fields 
or a private home a$ a @thering place. Apparently seelag the need for a pemamnt place 
of w&p, on February 7,179 1, Mr. William BMey, the d m ,  d d e d  this acre of land, 
which was a wmer of one of the fieldat on hiar farm, to be d for "'a church and burying 
ground, free for ali ministers of the Gospel bearing exemplary life and mversation, of 
any denomhation of &istian whatsoever and for the exclusive use of the Methodists 
every third (second?) Sunday'", The deed wm made ta Petw Parker, William Green, 
Fred& Maps and Thomas Liffle as Trustees and the agreement was bound for the price 
of five M h g s ,  The church that was built on the land was known as the Old Free Church 
and the congregation was the nucleus for the p m n t  Old F h t  &tho&& Church on 
Locust Avenue. 

By the early 1800's - about 1808, dhnsiun had arisen in the congregation, pwported- 
ly over the Bkhop, and hilt. Alex McCregor deeded land far the new church on Locust 
Avenue. Most of the members of the Old Free Chmh left to join the new c r n ~ a o n .  
A fm remained rind &d their group The Mependent Methodists, but services were 
dis60ntinued a few years later. h I845 the church buiIdhg was sold by the m w  
Trustees to Mrs. Ikdet Baker and it was moved amws the road and was 4 w a bani on 
her property. I t  purportedly W B  destroyed by a hurricane in 1934. 

The cemetery itself has stood idle a c e  November 21,1895 when the last recorded 
buriaI took place for Mr. William Van Note. The edit& recorded burial was that of Mr* 
John $locum on June 26, 1791. Mr. William Brinley lived ta the ripe old @e of 90 md 
did not occupy tt place in bis own cemetery until January af 1840. It is intemsting to note 



that the cemetery was functional for 103% years and aontaim 103 recorded &raves3 a e  
raariling to o kiting of tombstones made about 191 5 a d  pubfi4hd in 1930 io the 
Gendogical Magaaifie of New Jersey. Mast of the b e 8  were in the 1800%. 

After the split in the congregation, and without a pmnt chwh to o v u m  the 
cemetery, it mms to haye lain rather forgotten except by a few sinae that Wi interment 
im 1895. Many West Long Branch msidmt~ do not even realize it exists, as it mains 
screened h m  view by its height off the road and the hedge h the spring and tsumnmr. 
I d i w o d  it after moving to W& Long Branch h 1958 and thought it a beautiful little 
place, peaceful and quiet and speaking quiet *OF& andthoughts of the peas gassed. It 
d- to be pmbcted and cherished, and this dedimti~n today will hopefully mark 
the beginning of an effort to care for it and pmerve what mmim for the future Tbe 
Historical Society, out of its budget appropriation from the omugh for lwt year's a Bicentennial Ym, very generously used funds for the placing of a plaque whicb we are 
here to dedicate today. May we all a h  dedicate o r n e b  to a little of our t h e  and effort 
each year to keep this lovely old cemetery in the condition it deserves. 





Supplemental Sermon 

From the beginning Old First C:hurch has  k t  eocd 
cdmpcny. 1809. the' year of heibirtb. chronicles the advent 
of Alfred Tennyson, Oliver Wendell Holma, William 
Ewart OIadrtone, rrnd the himortal Abrobam Lincoln. 
However; Methodism antedates the organizstion of Old 
First by several yeam. Francis Asbury made a preaching 
tour tbrough Yonmonth Connty in 1785 and tradition says 
he preached he- at h g  Branch at tbat time. .A cborch 
building nu erected 8b0tlt tbiq time midway between the 
present ~ i l l y s .  West Long Branch and Oakhunt. T l i  
early became a part of Freehdd circait wbich reached from 
'bnton to theshare. Other denominations seem to have 
whared this plars of -hip with the Methodists. About 
the ye- 179 j. Zen- Conger k e n  his labors as8 Methodist 
preacher in this ddoity. H e  proved to be a nun of irreg- 
ular habits and c&nplaiata wert made against him. Many 
of the cotlgteption sympatblzed with him. Thew adher- 
ents he gathered aboat him and ownised another cbarch 
which he ~ t y l t d  the Methodist hdepcndentr After the 
hfethodists built. the ptnant edifice in ,&g the Indepead- 
enta continued to worship in the old propeny which was 
finally deed* to them. their  trustee^ k i n g  Stephen Cook, 
Richad Taber, Jmmco Edwadr. Ralph Tbompn.  Thomu 
%8ronn. Abram Laat, John Emmoas. This rodety finally 
became weak and the horn- ttatssed, and was sold bystephem 
Cook in 18& he being the role surpivitlg trurtee. It was 
then moved acrou the mad, where the fmme may now be 
found. as originally pot together a entory amd 8 qmrta 
ago, PI a part of Mr. Walter Cornell'a h. 

Notwith~tandiag thin deputute of the Congefittr. 
~ e e o d f c m  b ita parity umtlnued to d d s b  at tbe u m e  
m e  Bishop Asbury's J o m 1  for Yon&y. Sept. 5, 
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- ntains this record: I rode through much rain to Man- 
uth (Freehold) where I pteached to r considerable con- 
gation on * by faitb, etc.' There i s  
me stir amon Long Branch. within eigh- 
en months, as nearly fifty souls have pro- 
ssed conversion. " 

Another entry in blr. Asbiim's journal reads : " Sunday 
ept. 30, ,809, at Long Branch my ~ubjecr was Acts 111: 26. 
t was given me to speak in strong words, wordsaof God and 
om God. At 3 o'dnck I preached in the Episcopal Church 
t Shrewsbury; 1 catlae home with John Tl~roclimorton." 

I am led to beliei~e a o ~ l  this setmmon by the Bishop was 
vend withid the sacred wall4 of the present Old First 
rch. though 'as yet not cbtnpleted. 11 was in March I k g  

at the present Old First was incorporated, a ith the fol- 
ng named triisteeo: ~ l i h u  Chadwick. Joseph Pa~trker. 
n Martin, Peter Slocum. Jbhn 'Lippincott and Jlichael 

The corner-stone a.ss laid May 16. 1809. at 1 t o'clock. 
ccordiug to the statement of Mrs. Theodore Woolley. 

those  mother W&U bore on that day. and related to her I h is 
€act. The services lasted from t I o'clock in the morning 
until6intheevdning. The lot forthechurch was donated 
by Alexander Mac hegot. joseph Totten was the prcdd- 
lng elder and Samuel Budd the preacher in charge. Totten 
~ucceeded Budd as preacher in charge of the circuit the 
hext year. The fimt quarterly meeting was held in the 
hurch in 1810. Miobael Coates, the bresiding elder, preached 
nd Totten follo&ed him with another semen. Picking 
erries afforded tb* pirb the aieans for the vatification of 
he womanly dcsirh for fiae feathers, etc. 

Mr. Totten preached a sermon against such ungodliness. 
khe young med come to their hfcnse  and resolved to 
thrash the panon. Totten learned of this, and taking bis 
whip he stepped o~tside and clackcd it challenging rhtm to 
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eonflmct, but his stalwart form md defiant air proved too 
b u c h  .. for the Founggallanta Hewasnot molebteC. 
: In 18 I 3. William Mi 11s was the succeeding pastor, a Fa- 
hive quaker of Monmouth County. but fired by patriotic 
feeling became an deer in the Revolutionary Army in I 776. 
kaptured by the British, and after thrilling experiences rc- 
hrned; was impressed by the despised Methodists, entered 
4ts minktry and closed his career in a most remarkable 
*annet. Sunday morning. December 14th. just as ha foresaw 
i)nd predicted he would before leaving home for the circuit 
work of the week, yet pzrsisted in entering upon his duties: 
b~ ter  first giving his wife mrdry directions and advices in 
:%we of his death, filled a11 of his appointments. preaching 
;most fervenlly, met the early Sunday morning class and re- 
purned to Mr. Lippimottos and retired to a mum to prepare 
Sor thesermon to follow at 10.- Thecongregation assem- 
@led. but the pastor tarrlcd. Finally on entering the room 
b e  was famuad in adyingcondition. Being asked if medical 
Cid should be sutlimoned. he replied. The Lord is the best 

hysicim," and soon the heroic Methodist itinerant was g 4th the church triumphant. At this time the entire Free- 
hold circuit numbered 736 members. 
. IntheseearlydaystheparishoftheoldChnrchcxtend- 

d from Sea Bright. on the North, to Shark River, on the 
'.luth. Now twenty-one chuwhes share with her this ter- 
itory, and she is mother or grand-mother to them all. F 

Brit ton Woolle y, botn in 18 1 2, has a vivid tecollection of 
theappearance inearly boyhood of the old Church. The 
interior remained for some time without plaster. The corn- 
i n g  of the circuit rider w m  a stirring event. The roads 
were lined with pedestrians walking for miles, men, women 
and children. carrying tbcir shag  to ruve the wear, and 
putting them on before nachin'g the meeting h o w .  Yaang 
children we& often carried. for miles, for vehicles were 
scarce in those dsiya &dwird 'I. Pitcher relater that hir 
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mother was considered the proudest young woman attcnd- 
Ing the chnrch becauae. while walking to church barefoot 
I ~ k e  the rest, she brought with her a towel and stopped at a 
nearby house tn wash her feet before putting on her shoes. 

" William Throckmorton maintained a prophets homr." 
declares the Rev. Thomas O'Hanlon, D. D. Three daugh- 
ters mattied methodist preachers: that eloqtlent and rxcen- 
tric Irishman, Rilly Barnes, took one : S a m ~ ~ e l  Jaquet t 
mother, and William Franklin a third. A son. Pamorl, en- 
tered the ministry. At this home Bishop Asbury and many 
others whose names ate illustrious in the pages of early 
bethodism foand sympathy and refreshment. He passed 
to his ewatd in a good old age in r 86 I .  

Another such holtse was that of Mirhael Maps. For 
thirty-two years Mr. Naps was the dass-leader of that part 
of the membership which m e t  in the old school house near 
the present location of Simp~on hlemorial Methodist Epis- 
copal Church. and this class was the origin of that church. 
As was the class at Fresh Pond (North Long Branch) the 
brigin of Asburp Church. Mrs. Captain Valentine well re- 
members walking tegn1arl)r from this point to the old 
khurch, and that many others came from much greater dis- 
'tandes; mothers in some instances carrying infants and all 
bringing with them lunches for the day. 

Isaac B. White related, as an incident of the times. that 
his Grandmother White once came a little late to lovefeast; 
and Francis Martin, the sexton who kept the door. refused 
her admittance, and she replied to him. " Francis. you have 
not the keys to the Kingdom of Heaven, and I amsnre of 
getting in there," 

Mrs. Mary E. Je&ey Mount, of Red Bank. has in her 
possession the well-worn fqrnily Bible and hymnal used by 
her father, William Jeffrey. at family worship. and which 
bas handed down to him by his Wether. Nancy Jeffrey 
This ancient copy of Od's wotd will be used in the Centem 
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n i .Lhdag Hirau.Isoaprupbeu home. Mrs, Moutlt 
wall remembers the first grut stoves into which Sexton 
John Waolley poked full cord- sticks as the minister 

moving' muad mftly two or three timer to 
rapJenkh the supply. 

T h w  churches directly descended from Old First are 
the fdloning in their older: Shark River, (Hamilton). 
Ko-, (Littie Silver). rod from this sueeeded F~rst 
Chmrch, Red Bank, and Grace. T i  1 .  Eatontown. 
in 1851. Centenmy, (S f  Luke~). in 11160. ~ e a a p o h  
Simpon. 1879. Wayside. 1879. North Long Branch, Sea 
Brig& And now our baby. Oakburst, in this our centen- 
nial year, as one born out of due time, bar fultllliag the 
8cript1ard ppromba to the righteous " They &all still bring 
furth frnit in old age, they shall be fat and ~ o u ~ h i o g . "  

In 1874. under the ministry of the Rev, Geow Reed. 
the Old Church was rebnilt at a cost ot more than four 
thouvnd dollars The side galleries wens removed, the  
windows enlarged and thirteen feet added in front. 

In during the pastmate of the Rev, B. C. Lippin- 
cott, D. D.. the Sunday-rehool Chapel was Mlt 

In 189 j. under the ministry of the Rev. Pedugbn Core 
ran. the h a t i f u l  modern pens were added d the wiling 
was put on. 
h IF, during the ministry d the Rev. William Idit- 

cbcll. the Old Chrrrch au farther improved by the addition 
of the fine memorial windows atld a little later. under the 
putorrtc of the Rev. James Moon ,  D. D.. the building war 
thoroughly repaired, mted and carpeted at a cost of'about 
one thmsand dollars. This was made porsible largely 
t h q h  the k'bws .ad generosity of Yrr J. H. Parker, a 
summer mident, from New York City. 

In 1 9 5 .  the OM dilapidated pPmnage was rebuilt and en- 
lugcd, urndm the -rate of the Rev. Eli Gifird, at a cart 

abut f- tbooYnd do1t.t~. and Pdditionr war= also 
made to the Sum&yahooI Chapel. 
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The beautiful copies of the new church hymnal. ample 
to supply every worshipper, were the gift of Mrs. Richard 
Deeves, another New York friend. The kindness of many 
other such friends might also be mentioned to show the 
veneration of all for the dear Old First, 

The pastors serving the charge subsequent to those 
mentioned in the historical sermon follow in their order : 
George Reed, W. E. Boyle. Walter Chamberlaine, R. J. An- 
drewe. W. S. Barnart. B. C. Lippincott. Willis Reeves, 
George S. Sykes, J R. Daniets. Penningtcn C m o n .  C. F. 
~ o w n 4  L. 0. Manchester, J. W. Morris, Will- Mitchell. 
James Moore, Eli Gifford, C. B. Fisher. 

The excellent memory of Brother Edwin S. Woolley 
has helped the writer to bridge over many gaps. 

The Recording Stewards of the earlier period in order 
stem ta have been Michael Maps, William R. Yaps. Isdah 
S, Lane, C. V. Golden, Thomas Cook, and to them we are 
indebted for the most we know. William R. Slocitm, our 
present recording steward, is a worthy successor, having 
filled that office for twelve successive years. 

The early minutes of the official meetings contain some 
interesting entries. In 1837 a resolution was passed enjoin- 
ing '* the preacher to attend to that part of his duty relative 
to the distribution of the lovefeast tickets. " 
h 1842 appears a resolution recommending that Rnm- 

son and Tin ton Falls be seperated from this charge, provid- 
ed a single man can be obtained as preacher foe ihe new 
circuit. 

At this time camp meetingr we= annually held neat 
Red Bank and were tlnitedly supported by a11 the churches 
6f the circuit. An entry dates that the cnmp.m=ting 
utdared to take the place of the quarterly meetings which 
implies that quarterly meetings meaat mmetbing in those 
days. The recornmendotion of several men for nceptioll 
into the traveling mirristry 'appeam; U D O n g  them bdns 



Thomu I. Lyon, the brothers Gnrdina and William Cmm, 
phornar C. <ampfield, Ssmtlel T. White, Lewir T. Mnpr, 
6;ael p, I3udwn. H. S. Gsrcsyne and others. 

C 0 r t . i ~  btethrm ate reported M delinquent as to class 
ages, and a tesolution pppeats providing that their case0 
k attended to a d d i n g  to thc Discipline." 

A committee is coastittlted to *?estimate the table and 
other necmrary rgpenses of the preacher during the prec 
snt cooftrw~e year.'' Resolved. that the hay and fuel of 
the piemher in chuge be incladed in the estimation of ex- 
p d  and that theieby the IIPlary be increased from Qm. 
to $ioa fop this tear.'' At this time Romsonb share is $125~ 
and Tin& Falls pays Old First 8- Estimating corn- 
mi'ttr -fist '* Disciplinary dlowatlce for Bmther - 
m d  wife $zoo;'thne children $72; table expenses, horse and 
fuel. $1 78;" all of which is strange reading to this generation. 

In view bf the present effort to build a suitable church 
at the seat of Princeton University, the following entry is 
&@jficcm~ ': Presiding Elder Isaac Wirmer called atten- . . 

:to Lkr, project contempiating the purchase d o lot of 
j 'wnd in the village of Princeton 'fur a site upom which to 

a E, Chwh. The plan was that the price, $500.00, 
-Id. ba paid by the o&id members of the district as 

p& towards the church. - Resolved. that the officials 
!of m g  Branch rei- Mrn u, their portion of the same." mmm 'w 50 was ~uhmibed by the brethnn m t .  
p i r w u t n  1W 

Im' la$!. ".It L #lag m m  of ibis meetirr~ that the time 
hu &@ nh* it k )xp&Qeat to make pa clLort to build 
4 w. 9. ~h:batolr is. t5o d Eaton.to-rl 

tW .-- :#otud mparadotl Prom $b l q p  d 
k&kj the prcrchiag plan of thr: charge 
IOI magad:bCe p t p t .  the Rev. Joscph chattlq b 1850 *M ar 'ionom? "aching at Old Fimt every SabbPth both 
homing. md e d * + n $  m i m g  - SaUmtb afternma 
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in rotdon. at. ~ o n g  Brahch School Home, Wolf Hill School 
mm, 8- District School House, and Poplar (J HOW. 
Imd~). which wv* there point$. service once in foorweeksm 
Bat 1-1 pmacberr were on hand and filled# in the gaps, 

Throqgh t h  kindness of Mra Mary VM Bmnt of Long 
-ah. there nu placed in the writeta bmdsthe 'I31wpby 
of tho Rev. Thomu E* Stewart, who wm b t e d  riith. 
D..M -hAw md otber~ on the old Fmehold cirdt in 1832 
rod .283& Among the many intererting- fact. then rccoid- 
d, no team that the drcrrit then c o m w d  dght principle 
app&ntmant., h i d e s  the ntlmbet of minor otes rhem ths 
-he* held f m h  in &boo1 hama ohd primb homer,, 
nqniring fow hundred miles tm-1' and thkh r e e k s  &a. 
to make the rottada Them were: k g  Bmach. (the m a t  
Ia0omdrl), Bathany, Ramson. Middletorn, High Poiat, 
Kegport, Sqrunknm. Shark River, Freehold, Tinton Falls, 
Colts Neck. Tmp. Red Bank and 0th- At Red Bank bat 
two Xethdbt families rem f m d ,  bat by the udrt.na of 
b-mn from Rumron and Tintom F a b  .a excdmt 6 
-ti= nu .eon 'obtained, Mr. S t e m  wu tb8 et' 
Ystbodbt -her who.evur preached ih Red .B&k: . * - 

Wrlth~toafshdhemys: " T h e m i r . m f M * k  
h th8 n e b m d  of L q '  Btmcb .hd'th* w h  
hope. The' m a  dock to the pmw 'm66tim'brtd i. 
privata horwr, ma tb.t we am compellad ~ 6 - d  - 
from the public; lent they come in -maltitaddm that 

- . I  
- - . - 

be--td.*'. . * 

I . .- . .  . . - -  
In hi. d i u y  for June 5, h: *': "M 

tbig eomlng at Bmthm F'mblfn4'- 6- - . 
town Poin~ .  HemImw a'- dagdl.t" ' ::* 

.- . . 
it w u  an o@d:@&hdd, amd*m- 

the ceiling, .nd pured .down tbmgb- * fi- d * - 
m a f  in which 6 & u#mbld ! Thd 1 *'* 
tive wm not a doladon-the m b  feu -*loat 
I clowd the Bible urd 8 - d d  tU-.rorifirdtk 
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sflit fba bd - w i n g  in hieown way! ' Saint8 - pomrmy blsrf hnem were wavertad and the little 
neighborhood bdlt UP" 

/- 7, 1833. : m h d  at ILocmt Pleuclht. Three 

@ *m twelve miles four othm eight miles I 
I -ka- m e  a long dirtmce, 8btem. Blesb 
006 rJd tba), we ham meting all the way hame. ' " 

wq #e tm years ot thc minhtry of Mr. Stewart 
-tea mom than one th-d professed con. 

Thdr wmk extended fmm beyond Keyport to 
rirhin a L w  mUer of Tom River j~:the pis- 

A m  6, i8j3. he nritea~.m.Handnda are seekilig +I- 
on tw circuit. I preached last TtifSday at a place 

r h w  the cmgttgation has# increased in fifteen monthr 
from gwanty to Bva handrcd." 

mdng hb pastmate Mr. Stewart resided in the old *r- 
here (Long Branch) and remained at home every 

fauth wwk for nrt and stndy. He spmk#'bf the delight- 
ful home mil the great kindaem of the pcoplm to his family. 
Spaking of tbe paia experictlmd by his Wfe through these 
long periodr of npuatioa he say. : *'She had kind and at- 
tentive neighbors in the families of William Throchtinorton, 
Philip Denah Michael Maps aad John Hoppar," I 

h 1836 tbe a c i d  body was constituted us folbws : I. 
Lm -but, m h m  in cbrga; William Tbrockmortotl. 
Jmph  P m b ,  O m k h  hh, John H-T* John Cook, + 

~~~ Puker, Wi1li.m R. Maps, Joreph Covert, Michael 
Jamm Jolbe, John &fth. WiWm I. mfd. John 

wmue~~ J~aeph C.m@dl, William Covert, Benjimin King, 
Jm- Y d t  Wudell. Peter Sheurn, Edward 

U ~ V  Binley. Jowph Goodmorgh, Elliron Coven, 
Thamu I. Lyon, Williatu C m .  

The blood of th. heroic srinta of th- early days flom 
in the of -y descendents in this community, 
the frt that the d d  names are pmtuated so largely in 
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the records of the church speaks well for the home religion 
and influence of those days. 

. May the glory of the Old Church never fade and her in- 
fluence never wane. 



THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE REFORMATION 

The Lutheran Church of the Reformation is situated on the southeast comer of Broad- 
way and Locwt Avenue. Organized in 193 1, with 24 membm, they built a colonial build- 
ing in f 948 which they outgrew, A new handsome contempomy church building was 
comttucted in 1963, with modern facitities, suGh as a kitchen, a parish bwe  and olass- 
rooms. A spire was added in Decmbe~ of 1967 and a d o n  was added in 1970- In 1975 
a large p a w  lot was completed, curbing and sidewalks were constructed on Locust 
Avenue and on Broadway, and a garage was built to sem as a storage area for the Boy 
Smuts and the church. Also in 1 975 the church gssamed the respom'bifity of sponsoring 
a Vietnamese family. M y  in 1967 a lovely addition w eumpleted on the east side of 
the chur~h. The addidon houses offices for the pastor and church secretary and frees 
mom room for the Sunday Church SchooZ 

The Revefend Robert H. Linden is the pastor, present membership wmists of wer1400 
wnfirmed membs~s and over 100 child memben Tbegr afso have one of the oldest 
Senior Citizens units in our m Dr. W i i k n  Wolfman, of the W c  Department of Mon- 
mouth Coilege is the organist and choir director. 



SAINT JEROME'S ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Saint Jerome's Romn Catholic Chwch was dedicated in June of 1967; the church- 
school complex cost over $500,000. The founding pastor was Reverend Francis X 
McGuinness who served the church until his death in 1966. His immediate successor was 
Monsignor Henry M. Tracy who m e d  until July 1967; he was followed by Father 
Gerald Lyons and Father Gerald C Celentana. The p m n t  pastor, Father Michael Gamy, 
was appointed fn 1968. 

The padsh oonsists of w e r  800 fadlies from West Long Branch, Ocean Township, 
Eatontown, and Long Branch. The school presently has an e m h e n %  of approximately 
325 students. The f a d t y  consists of sewn hy teachers and four nuns of the religbus 
order of the S h t s  Pilipphi. me principal is Sister h l o m  Gallagher, M.V.F, The 
motherhouse of the Filippini Sisters is loated in Momistown, New Jersey. 

012 May 12,1976 the school chifdren of Saint Jerome's buried a time capsde containing 
pertinent information in observation of the bicentennial year. The capsule was buried be 
hind the statue of Sstint Jerome and will hopefully be opened in the year 2026. In order 
to me& the religious needs of the childpen of the parish who attend public schools the 
parish has an active Confraternity of Qristhn Doctrine program. 200 children received 
instruction during the 1 975-76 school year. 

The congregation is an active one. The societh o&ed at Saint Jemnome's co-t: 
of an Altar Society, a Patent Teachers Association, Holy Name Society, adult choir, 
ushers, scouting troop, a d  atl t let i~ teams. 

THE CALVARY ASSEMBLY OF GOD CHUIICH 

The history of C d u y  assembly of God Church dates back to 1928, at which time, 
cottage prayer meetings were held in the  V&OW homes of the nucleous which we= to be 
come a part of the newly-formed chuzch. The church has been n f f i t e d  with the As- 
semblies of God sin= its mception and has been actively engaged in the r&us * 
tries of the denomination. 

In 1 95 1 the present property on Broadway in West Lung Branch was purchased. In 
May of 1960 the former minister, Reverend 5. Wesley Clark was called to b~ pastor and 
in October work was begun on the new edzce. Much of the work on the new building 
was done by the pastor and members of the church under the k t i o n  of Emory 
Polhemus, a building contractor. 

The sanctuary which will seat 200 is Timished with green wslls aod mahogany wains- 
coating, and provides a past~x's study, a water baptismal pool directly under the pulpit 
area The education building provides and auditorium and olassrooms, A large parking 
area provides for off-street parking. The Rmrend B.R. DraPineek L the present pastor* 



The West h n g  B m c h  M a i c a l  Society with the cooperation ~f the Borough Council 
has presented bronze plaques to the owners of homes which are wm one hundred years 
old. The followhg ownem have provided H e n c e  of the age of their homes. Photographs 
of the ten oldest documented homes are shown hem. 

Mr. and Mrs. AIda Barbieri purchased their home located at 496 Cedar Avenue (C. 1 7 1 1) 
from Mr. and Mrs. John Seaman. This strudre, built by some of the earlimt settlers, the 
Howland family and known as the "Old Bowland House," featured woad frame claphard 
eendmtion and three chimneys. 

West Long. Branch Fubli,: L I G ~ J ~ ~  

W@ h% ~ h ,  w 



Mr. and MKS. Gardner C. Klein d d e  at 407 Monmouth Road in a home long h a m  a9 
the Cooper hawe. The h o w  Js situated on fwe acres of b d  gncl features English coin 
locks an dl doors. The house: ariginally bad eight Weplaces of which four are stiu in ope- 
rating cbn&n. Tfie Klehs' renovated rhet house, retaining the aiginal £lmr d* d 
two living room, A dining room, kitchen and center hailway on the ground floor, When 
they opened a dosed hearth in the kitchen, a stone was discmeFed with the date 1737 
inmibed on it. I t  ls believed that this is the date of the migind building, the mall section 
farthwt from the road. The house was enlarged by Alexander McGregor m u d  1790 and 
was later occupied by WIUiam Tallman. 
M. Hein is the author of two booklets on the Wary of West Long Bra&. 

Mrs. &thur C. $moth and W y  reside In what was srigindly known as * Y e  Old Toll 
Born'' at 456 Monmouth R d .  The origifial 5 h ~ t u r 0  dates back to 1779. Old -8 
show that if once stood on "Old Rank R o S  near the shore8 of Codies Pond. Today the 
Deal Borough Hall sits on this site and Co&es Pond is now Ded Lake. 

Just before the Chit War, Egbert Hopper of Hagpertown bought the house and moved 
it to his farm on Mmoutb Road. Hoppa's descendants lived in the hawe until six years 
ago when the Savoth's p m W  it from Mr. and Mrs. Letoy Jobnson. Many changes have 
been made by ~ Q U I  owners since Hopper's t h e  but the toll hou* has remained almost 
the same, and ia now the Savoth's living room. The m m  features the original beamed 
ceilings and window Near the front door there is r small niche where the tort E a r  cob 
lected his fee. 





Photo by CWes  Maps 

Mr. and Ms. J. Hehers' home, circa I 820, is located at 133 W d  Street. The fbplace 
is b d t  with h a d  made Mcks. Cut naifs and p e s  are used in the mn&u&in. IiSh~to 
shows a portion ~f the original siding exposed during replacement of a porch 

Mr. and MKS. J. C. Hemtann reside at .I060 Broadway, which was comhcted prior to 
1823. Tbis was part of a pard  of land that extended to Fmddin Lake. The floors feature 
wide plank boards, there are no nails in the doors, and the -al hand-blown @as re- 
mains in the window. It was owned by Joseph Tallman and p W  on to Rebecca 
Tdhim. The how, indudhg 2 acres of I d ,  was sold for 3 1 56.00 to pay Mr. Tallman's 
debts. The Tharne family owned the house for 60 years and plated a maple tree that sti f l  
gtands. 
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Dr. and Mrs. Walter Ryan% home is at 457 Monmouth Road and dates from 1 83 5. 

The home of George W. 
Decamp at 323 Wall Street, 
was built with old square head 
nails with a structure of clap 
board. The barn was converted 
into a guest h o w ,  and an en- 
dosed front porch added. Dates 
back to 1841. 



Photo by Charles Mqps 
The home af Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Mucdo, Jr. at  9 Jeffrey Lane (C. !844), was a farm 

estate known as "Sandy Oaks." Mr. Muccio used to f m  the land before he was married 
but never thought he would own and l ive in the house. 

M a  by C h d s  Mapa 

"%Id Timers" in the local area refer to h e  d d e n c e  of Mr. and Mm. 1.. 0. Petersen at 8 
DeFomt Place, as 'The Old Homestead." It was built around 1'844 and hits sandstone 
kundprtion @d pegggcl floor beams. l'h property belonged to a parcel of land by 
John Lipqin~ott; $hpm Reena l  and E r a  Antoaides we= pad of the o e n a l  
f p l .  f i e  homp ,w;is purchased by Mt. Petqsenk great am, Sigite 'hndm, Zn 1934. Her 
husband was a rn captgin, The house was-left to Ma. Pete~en's Faae~ in the late 1 94Ws, 
and Mrs. P a m e n  purchased it frofa her lhother 15 #ars ago- 



Tbe horn* of k. and Mrs. John Paohntodo, known a9 "The Maples" on 470 Man- 
mouth Road, was built around 1 846. The property was p$ of a hgm parcel of land exb 
tending to the brook dividing We& Long B m h  and Oakhmt The ~riginal old church 
building which was on this property belonged to the cemetery on Monmouth Road nm 
Palmer Avenue and was moved across the street and used as a barn for mimy yeam on the 
property of Mayor Samud Baker. Badly damaged by a storm, it was torn down in 195 1. 

The pmp~rty of Mrs. Albert Frey ,53 Victor Amue (circa 185 I 1 was purchased from 
L i  Sackson. When purchased by the Preys in I92 1, water was obtained by pump. The 
we11 pump shed and outer shed attached tb the kitchen was made into a porch. Also the 
foym and liYiflg mfn were made into one roam. Indians made short cuts through this 
atea from the Shrewbury River whem they clammed and M e d ,  and the F m  discowred 
many dam shells and arrow heads on their pmpmty. 

Mr. and Mrs. Clarence I?. Wilson reside at 575 Cedar Attenua, and their home wm built 
about 1852, 

The home of Mr. and Ms. David 5. And- at 262 Norwwd Avmue, c, 1856, was 
built by Mm- Anderson's grmd'father, Joseph Brown, and features wide Boor boards. 

l h ~ d  features of Jack Crevelings home at 278 Wall Street (circa 1856), are c e b  
walls of Aeldstone, hand hewn ceiling bmm and ehpboard camtruction. Tbe previous 
owner was Peter Co&per, and included on the property are 9 box stalls, a tack room, 2 cat 
garage and a w & n  tool house. 

The Qd First Mthodist Church psusonage at 207 Locust Avehue, (C 18601, was 
bought by the church in 1 860. The south si#e.of the home is the origind secWn, witb the 
present play and faundry rooms having been the kitchen. The present kitchen was once 
used as the pastar's study. The north side addition was constructed in 190'5 and the old 
barn was removed in 1976 due to its poor condition. Several pictures af the home ate ex- 
hibited in the church museum 

Mr. and Mrs. McCarthy wide at 63 W d  Street in a home built about 1862. 

Mr. arid Mrs. Joseph DeFIlippo reside at 324 Monmouth Road, and their home was 
h i l t  approxhately 1865. 

The homo af Mr. and Mrs. Henry Garreau, 205 Locust Amue, cc. 186$, is lomtd on 
land d Jmes D. Maps wMeh was sumeyed ia 1848. 

Miss Emily L Conover resides at 570 Cedar Avenue, in a home b a t  appr~xhwtdy 
1867. 

Mayor Jaseph Davison VsrnNoZe buil2 the house now occupied by hh; and Ms. Arthut 
C, Hemy gt 564 Av&w h about 1868. IB daughter, W e ,  m d e d  Richard 
Hugh, a landscage artist who m a w  Shadow lawn and b@t the sc6ni~ Rdve 
Atlantic Eghlmds. The Mayor purchased this land Prom I s h h  Lane's &tare iri 1865, and 
there have ban few changes over the. y m .  The fmnt tiom df tht: o&&d h m e  is now 
the b&om door of Hemy's daughter Lee Ann. &i& f o m  the prigin4 ckbmey rlow 
serve as the Wp"ip patio. 



When Mr. W n m t  Sacw renovated his home at 1 Dennis Street, (G:& 1869X be dis- 
covered old newspapers dating back to the 1800's used as insulation. The orlginaf. staircase 
and bannister remain m the home along with the ori@nd woad floora. The property was 
once part of the D e w s  estaa. 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Ivins Jr. live at 96 Oakwood Avenue in a home built 187 1. 

Mr. and MIS. Charles Fowler's home is located at 579 Cdar Avenue and was built about 
1 873. h noted in the family Bible, Emma Maps Thomas was born in this how en August 
4, 1876. It features w wood date roof and asbestos shingles over weather board siding. 

Mr. and MIS. Rdph E. Manna Sr. reside at 3 1 6 Mmouth Road in a home built about 
1 874. This hame features bdt-in e u p b d s  in the dirring roam and stained &ass windows 
whlcb had been removed from s ~ a n k g e  house on the property and instded in the 
Manna's home. 

The home of Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Roppoli, 167 "Wall Street, (circa 1876), was once a 
part of Lewis h e ' s  farm and also a furniture h p .  Tlhe house is said to have been moved 
from Fairway Avenue to its present location. The home teatures Victorian style tongue 
and groove, and the orid& clapboard bas been covered with Gdar shakes. 

Anita Po& 
-'am 





Gurtesy OM Fbt United Methodist Church m u m  
Looking north on Monmouth R o d  from viciwWty of W m  Avenue am f 91 0. Fmm ddposrcmd. 



THE GUGCENHHM CDTl'AGE 

Wqe k Jemy reosivos -tam New Yotk Thee, @ptmbm 7,1960 

On September 7, 1960 local, state, and national newspapers carried the news tht  the 
Murry and Leonie Guggenheim Foundation of New Yo& City W $onatmi the Guggen- 
heim estate at the corner of Nonvood and Cedar Avenues to Manmouth College. The 
estate, completed jn 1905, had been the property of the foundation since the death of 
Mrs. Gugenheim on January 3 1, 1959; her husband, Murry Guggenheim died in 1939. 
Mumy was one of seven sons of Meyer Guggenhehn, an from Switzefland. 

Mepr was penniless when he arrived in Philadelphia in 1 847. Be began his career as a 
pedder, cartying a sack over his shoulders selling various odds and en& from house to 
house. He had reached a stage of f lueace when he was able to buy a horse and wagon. 
As he grew more prosperow he became interested jn importing laces and embroideries. 
from SwitzerIand to th is  country. With the capital raised from this enterprise Meym 
moved into the field of d d n g  and smelting; his sons joined him in this venture. Through 
a series of htudicious investmarrh in mining properties, Meyw and his sons became multi- 
millionaires. 

They earIy became philanthropists and began giving back ta their country a consider- 
able part of what they had been given an opportunity of earning. M y  and his wife 
L-eonie in 1929 organized The GuggenheIm Foundatian, which was noted for its support 
of m h  Sn dentistry and the stabhhment of a dentd CWG on East Seventy-second 
in New York City. This hsaution was the largest of its kind in the world. It was mated 
to provide .dehtaI care for underprivileged cmdren whose patents could not afford the 
serpices of a prinrato dentist. 

The gift mansion was wodd famous even bufom its completion in 1965. The building 
was designed by b r e  and Hastings, architects, whose work intmsthgly enough in- 
cluded the main building of the New York Public Libmry. The desb af the estate earned 
them the Gold M a  of the New York Chapter of the American Institute of Architacts 
m 1903. 

After tbe college received title ta the property the mansion was thrown open to the 
public for inspection. The weekend of October 7-8, 1960 over ten thousand shox mi- 



dents streamed into the estate, after the public view& work was bejpn on converting 
the 35-room mansion into a modem couege library; the building was to be called the 
M w y  and honie Guwnheim Memorial Library. Cun~ersion took one y w  and the 
building was fomdy dedicated as a Braty on Sunday, September 24, 196 1. The mest 
speaker that day was G e n d  Cat'las P. Romulp, the Philippine ambassadbr to the United 
Stat% 'Thhthmgy of this type shows that Ameticans are r W y  a spiritual people," 
General Romda said in his address. It a h  shows ''that capitdim WQ&& its social re- 
spon#bilities of today and that capitaIIRm has a sod," Also on the spsakds platform 
that day wa Edmond k Guggenheim, the only son of Mtmy mi3 Leanie. In his wee& 
Mr. Gqggenheb said be ''never dreafied that this, my boyhood home, would become the 
Iibrary of a h e  mll~p." Other Speakers were Dr. Edward G. SchIaefw and Monmouth 
County Judge Bvin Simrnill, chairman of the callem's Bod of Trustees. 

Mter the libraw opened in September 196 1 the mUection grerr rapidly. Within five 
YW the -pad@ of the building had practically been excedd. Fortunately, once 
again, the Guggmheirn Foundation mmn to the aid of the college. In 1966 the Founda- 
tion donated $625 ,DQO to be used fof the mnstntction of an addition to the library- The 
donation, coupled with a grant of $3110,WO fmm the federal government permitted the 
consEruction of 30,000 square ft, addition to the library pmvidingspa~e for an additional 
1 25,000 volumes a d  5.00 seating spaces. 

Included in the Guggenheh gift, in addition to &e mansion, was the house 
locatd on the south side of Cedar Avenue. The carriage house has been converted to B 
modem fiae a& and drama laboratory. The compl@x includes brooms, >office space, 
and a hexagonal multtform th6ati-e with a seating capaciw sf 200. 



'5;o.athm of Whalepond Bmak at 1 0 Nowood A w e ,  in the Tomship of Ocean, the 
Brookside estate. This property was puxchamd by the c o U e  in I96 1 fm W. Hqmm 
M~SDII arrd BOW EWES the mnege*~ ~ ~ m ~ t  of ~ t i ~ t i m ,  s-td an a 5 a ~ m  
tract, Bmoksidt ww built atethe turn of the centuw.; a true ~entt~-hdI~olaniaI born, it 
Rnls m immense stahase leading t ~ ,  19 roms wnd 6 b a h  

The. &mouth Cdbge m p w &  a most h@resting ,blend of old and ne* ~bitechwe. 
White @stodcd mount ha atwed  upm the old, theampk *for wiU be irrtemt- 
ed in The Thomas Alva Misun SC&XICI Bhildia, the C~flege, Cmter, Alumni G ~ i ~ ,  
Md the ~ ~ m - a u ~ ~  cmpfex. 

THE SHADOW LAWN W A T E  

"A m a i o n  c o l o d  in i ts propoTtions, dignified in the refmement and elegance of its 
arahitatutal beauty," was how a writer, in 1930, described the mansion constructed for 
Job A-tus McCall ( I  849-1 906) at the southwest comer of Nomood and Cedar 
Avenues. MeCall, who wag president of the New Yo& Life Inauanse Colnpany first sum- 
mered at ATlenhurst, N.J. where he was a guest at the Allenhunt Inn. In 1902 he decided 
to budd a mam?an-type summer residence and engaged Henry bgier, a weDknown 
architect, to design t b  stmcture called "Shadow Lawn." McW, whoa tenaacy was to 
be of short dmtion, mwed into the home in 1903. R d e t s  of Wet Lorig Branch who 
mw the house grow like a phantom palace prophetically chrigtened it 'me White  house 
by the sert" The cotorrial frame structure contained 52 mom. 

When McCd disposed of the estate, in 1906, it p a a d  rapidly through a succcsbn of 
owners. One of the owners was John k White, who was known as "Postage Stamp White" 
because he bought a $15,000,000 govesnmetlt bond with the sole eapitsl of the twu-cmt 
stamp used to mall the bid, Shartly rtfter Mr. White, who renamed the estate 'White 
Park," sold it to Captiih Jssegh B. Greenhut, the head of Siegel, Cooper Company, one 
of New York's fined department stores of that era. Cap tab Gmenhut had won Itis cum- 
missicm on the battlefield during the CiviI War. 

Captain Greenhut arranged with Woodrow Whon for the Resident to use the estate as 
his "summer white hose" during the 1916 presidential campaigPi. Actually "fall white 
home" would have been a more apprupriate tern as Wilson, and his entourage, arrived on 
September 1, 19 16 and departed on November 8, 19 16, the day following the dectian. 
The hiflight of Wilson's stay was on Sunday, September 2, when he received notification 
from his party of his candidacy for a second term. 

After the official nojification, Wilson conducted his f@ t fur mlection from Shadow 
Lawn, The huge porch- surrounding the home were put to use by the Predent as a 
speaking platfarm to address the crowds that assembled on the Im. Throughout Octo- 
ber special days were designated for states from which supporters came on chartered 
trains to hear the President. To the chagrin of residents of West Lung Branch, h n g  
Branch was considered the site 05 tha President's residence. This may have been on their 
minds when they voted on November 7 because Wiion failed to carry the Borou&. 

Thwdore. R-vdt wrote the bitter essay ''The Shadow of Shadow Lawn" while 
Wilson was at West Long Brmch. The m a y  was critical of the President's supposed soft- 
ness concerning Germany's submarine activities. On election day WiIson traded to 



Ainc~ton .to vats and then returned to West Long Bran& to await the resulh. The 
election was &rst conceded to his opponent, Charles Evans Eh#w, who had gone to be8 
beIieving hhseIf ~ ~ n t .  It was not until late tbe next morning, whet] fie results of 
the California vote were received, that Wilson knew he had hen  re-elected, 

Photo by Atfrad I. Meyer Courtegr Guggenheim Library, Monmouth College 
h i d e n t  Woodmw WIIson on porch of the original M o w  Lmm Olie Jam& sp&ing at Notifiwtion 
Dny, September 2.1916. 

Two yeas b, during the spring of 191 $ the property was sold by Captain Greenhut 
ta Hubert Texnp1eton P m m ,  the pmident of the F.W. Woolworth Company. Additional 
land was added to the a t e d h g  the total a- to 108, A devastating fh, on January 
7, 1927, totally destroyed the Iscvish mamion Almost immediately Parsons made 
mats to construct a new, f b p r o o f ,  Bmch-style mansion; he engaged the wel known 
Philadelphh mehikt Horace Trumbauer to d&gn tlm structure. At this time commis- 
sions for palatial homes offwed American archibcts p h p s  unprecedented opportuni- 
ties for handsome fees. In Apd 1928 a contmct was awarded to the TbOmpson Starrett 
Company of New Yo&; the job was wmpluted in Movwnber 1931). 

The new mansian c o n a e d  130 mom and k considered an out+tandisg example of 
French mMhctuPe in the manner ~f the Palace of Vemilles. It is a completely fireproof 
structure of Indiana limatone, marble, $ td ,  and concrete. The exterior h a  wmught- 
copper brtioordes a d  pill@ e n t m ~ e a  S-es flank wide steps lead& to fhe &ont 
terrace (south Me), and on the mf are cupid and dolphin statuary. It i9 ranked with the 
top twenty ~~ In Am&ca, and i s  so d d b e d  Zn a boipk written by M d  Fdmm 
entitled '%at Am- W&om snd Their Stad=." In a more -nC baak by James 



T. W e t  entitled 'The T-t af Splendor" Shadow lawn f numbered among the five 
most opuIent private houses built in America betwen Wortd War I and the Great Depms- 
9im. 

Xn addition to the main h o w  tbe egtate included a l W m  house for the =pew 
tendent, a t w w h r y  atate garage, elght ~~, a horse barn with six sEaUs, a cat& 
barn wi?h 12 stanchions, st poultry hme, a M o r y  palfn how, a bdlpen, a m pen, 
sheep pens, p h w m  pens, Mbit hutches, aa icehouse, cot tag^^ for the dairyman, the 
grmnbrouse man, and the poultryman, and kennels for the six police dogs that we= 
turned loose on the grounds every midnight. 

There were about 100 on the staff, aad the estate had its awn communal tdephone, 
water, electrical and sewerage s y h  There were fme vegetable gardens, fI0we.r gardens, 
raspberry and c m t  patches, a m p e  arbor, and an artificial lake stocked with duck, 
@em zund swam In the center of the lake, rn a ml Wand, was a jittle summer house; 
Lining the great grassy expanse leading to it were the magdicetit trees which irisgird the 
name TPSbai30w Lam'' 

By the t h e  the great h o w  was completed, P m m  dready wrrs beginning to ex- 
perienoe the diflicultia that in 1938 would force him a d  ~ wife M&B to  l e m  Shadow 
Lawn. The stock market craah in 1929 began the descent of the P m n  fortune, By 1936, 
he was cl- the d&o&u gnxmh~uxa at Shadow lawn and selling the estate's butter 
and milk in the village markets. I% fdd to meet his pmprty tax mmnitments and to 
protect its $127,813tax~Wthe;Bo~ou&ofWest~B~a~~&~~ tbdwtaEe. 
7 % ~  transition was from summer white h o w  to wMh ,elephant. In Septeniber 1939 the 
h o w  was offered at pub& auction. An intensive advertising campaign E d 4  to attract a 
bugex and the estate was purchased by the Bmwgh, the sole biddet; for $1 00. 

Mt. Parsom died in New Yufk City on July 9, 1940 but jmt priw to his death t h ~  . . f m m b g s  of Shaddw Lawn were auctioned off by tke Concord Galleries. The sales mta- 
log consists of 31 Q pages and lists 2,278 items. The auction opened on June 4 and closed 
on June 22, 1940. The sale of furnishings was made p d b  when Mxs. Parsom paid 
$32,592 in Borough propsrty taxes. This released h s  a m  the fumkhhgs ruid per- 
mitted Mrs. Pmons to dispose of the household items as sbe wjshed. The house and land 
remained the property of the h u g h .  bd taxpayers w m  exrcomged to make free 
tours though the building ta inspect wbat the Borough owned and so that they might 
view, at fkd hand, the pmblem fachg the Eod governing body. Foflolwlng W, tows were 
offered to the general public at a charge of $1.00 per persen. The  mu^ &rfved was 
wed to help defray the maintenance costs. F m  May 25,1940 to June 22,19443,292 
people toured the estate. 

During this period many entrepeeneurs m t e d  elaborate p h s  to utilize the estate. 
A military whml, the Monmouth Militarg Institute, was a t a w e d  in thb baildw in 
September 1940 but the five students m U e d  =re sent home for the Amhtiw Day 
holiday and told not to return until 'w are cleared up." The Borough next nemthted 
with the U.S. h m y  cuncernin~ a plm to convert t h ~  larmsi~n into a general hospital for 
the Amy's Second Corps h a ;  the plan failed to matmiah. The cost of c o n v ~  the 
maimion to hapita1 use was too expe&e. 

'On May 3 1, f 942 the Borough agreed to sell the property to Dr. Eugene 8. L h a n .  At 
the Eima Dr. Lehman was cond-g an exclusive school for @h in Tanytowrwwthe- 
Hudson, Mew Yo& Dr. Lehman had founded HIghbd WOT School fox Girls in New 
Ysrk k:& in 1916; the school was m m d  to Tarrytown  it^ 1920. DL Lehman was born in 
mebb., Co1mdo and gmduatud from Yale UdveIsity in 19W; he was among the first 
hericms to win a Cecil Rhoda ~ & o W p .  He &o was the Emdm of the Bghland 



Nature Camp, in Naples, Maine, which was on0 of the first girls' cmps in America 

Dr. Lehrnan, and hi wife Eleanor, operated the W I a n d  Manor School for Girls at 
Shadow Lawn untit the spring of 1956. During the winter of that yearnegotiations wme 
begun for Monmouth Junior College, then located in Long Branch, to purchase, the pmp 
erty. The sale was completed and the title changed han& on July 2,195 6. Terms of the 
purchase called for the junior college taking over the conbct between the Borough and 
Dr. khman; there was also a cash settt ement to the Lehmans. 

me otigfnd %&w Wn. btdl by John A McM in 1 QQ9. Datmyd by J%? in 192% 

MONMOUTEI COLLEGE - BORN OF ADVERSITY 

Monmouth College first opened its doors on November 20, 1933 with Edward G. 
Schlaefer as -tar. The school was established under the auspices of the Reconstrue 
tian Finance Agency. Class% were conduetd B the Iate afternoon and evmingg h the 
Long Branch High School building. Dean Schlaefet in speaking of fhn junior college said 
"the depression has done cruel and hard thin@ to instructon and students dike . . . the 
junior mlIege is designed for ohe y w  only, a sort of stop gap, with the idea that the 
country will be nearer normal st the end of that time." The only charge to students was 
for textbooks. Instructional salaxies and bull- fees were paid by the federal govern- 
ment. 

BegMng with the academic year 1936-37, the decision was made to charge tuition 
and thereby make Monmouth Junior Co11em iadependent of d h t  federal assistance. 
The Long Branch Board of Education supported the junior college in this step and as- 
sumed spowfship of the institution. The college suffered many growtng pains during 
thig period but it rnamgkd to sumive primarily because of Dean Sdhfer's determina- 
tion. 

Ih October, 1940, Momncruth Junior ColIep was awarded full a c c d t a t h n  by the New 
Jemey State B o d  of Education. In 1948 the mIlege was inc~rporated under the laws of 



the State of New Jersey as an independent nm-profit btitstion of higher education, and 
h 1352, the college ww accredited by the Mfdde States h d a t i o n  of Colleges and 
Sewndary Schools. The coliegs was mmi recently re-awedaed in 19%. 

Dr. Edward G. Schhefw in speaking o;f the j d o r  college duriag World War II wid, 
'mere were hardly any mde students and very few female students but we c&sd on, 
and somehm came out with no hjwiw.'' After the war, he adad, ''the school faced a 
d'rffeent problem. Tbb G.L buw arrived, and we had to we e v q  corner in the Lang 
Branch High School buiIdhg to accommodate the 720 who enrolled." 

In the early 1950's the junior college began a mEr for its awn campus. After 20 
gem of late afternoon and e v d g  classes in the Long B m c h  FIQh &hod building the 
coUm neded more space and pmvision had to be made for day-time instrudunal 
how. There was a growing demand for bigher education and the tjme was appr~priate 
for expanding to a four-year p r o m .  h r  sewrd years, various sites were fnvest@.ate.d, 
but one stood out incomparably above the rest: Shadow lawn. Fortunately IIeg~tiati~nS 
were completed in the spring of 1956 for the purchase of the estate then the home of 
Hlgbhd Manor School and Junior Conege. 

The judior coiZege received authorization from the New Jersey State Department of 
Education in 1936 to confer the bachelor of nuts and the bachelor of science degrees, 
Classes openmi that year on September 27, on a e  new campus, with #pgroximately 
1,200 studen& emBed. The late 1950's and &y 60's were yean of growth for tha cab 
hge. Thmujjbut the nation thm was mphurh abput h i g k  educ~ti~n. Tbis trend 
coupled with tbe growth of popuiation in the north J e w  shore m a  made. it a most 
forhitow t h e  to launch a private foupyeu college,. 

+mentioned pmvioly, the collw, when it purchased the Shadow Lam estate, took 
over the contract betwwg the Borough and Dr. Le4mm. Wthh n few yean it w a  pos- 
sible for the coUe& to oomplete the payments on the con-; the final payment WM 
made on December 2,1959. At that time the West Long Branch Emugh Clerk, J. R d  
Woolley said, Y ~ m m w , - a s  clerk, I will t&o all of the papers in come~tioa with Shadow 
Lawn and mark them 'fiied to a happy cartclusianJ. For that m e n  we now have in our 
municipality a very fine institution of higher education." 

Dr. Szhhefer amnomcedhis~&irement on Juty 21,1961 to be effected Juee 30,1962. 
He said at the time fhaf he wa9 leaving Morvllouth &I "ex~ellent*' condition. "The quality 
of instruction is superior; the enrollment is mourlting; a M n  standards are gad and 
rising; administrative aad SW affcem axe working ~ffwtively; the budget b balanced; 
the allege holds deeds to its properties; reservm am adequate to nwet onhtaadieg in- 
debtedness; tha dewloprnent gf Ions range plans $ well advance&" Dr, Schlaefer &d on 
Jmwry 24,1963 white visiting Fort Myers, Awida 

The College Board of Trustees selected Dr. *Wibm G. Vm Note as new president. 
At the t h e  of appintment Van Note was sedng as president of Qukson CoIiege of 
TecknoIogy. He assumed the presidenay on February 1, 1 962. It was a fbm of home 
coming for the new president art he was born in Atlantic Highlads .and hiad graduated 
from Red Bank High School Dr. Vrul Note gtiided hionmouth Go&@ dm& Its greatest 
period of growth. When he took offtEe in 1962, the coflew's mual opmthg budget 
was $2.4 d l i ~ n .  The apemag buwt for the fiscal year Zn which he retired was $1 0,s 
Wan.  There w ~ r e  na on-cmpw Jiving accommodations for students Jn 1962. Smn 
lesidence halls. were construct-ed during Dr. Van Note's tenurn that provided housing for 
1 pMl atudmta 

The mid ,450's marked the end of the honeymoon betwm town and go- W e t h e  



signs welcoming visitors to the Borough proclaimed "Welcome to %Jest Lung Branch, 
Home of Morlmouth College' We  cry of encroachment was being voiced by some Borough 
residents. A headfine in the Red Bank Register dated November 7, 1966 proclaimed 
"hate Residents, &flew Qff icW Air Differences at Coundl TabldQe residents were 
worried &"out the college encruacEung on residentid a m  The cakge was interested in 
using the p r o m  that it awned to best advantage. Calm heads, an both sides, prevail& 
and while the hues may not have been settled to everyme's -faction the recession of 
the early 1970's and a decLine in college enralfment served to defuse the controversy. 

Dr. Van Note announced his Wirement in the fall of 1970 to be effective June 30, 
1971. A search committee, composed of faculty and members of the Board of Tmtea,  
was appointed to seek a succmor. Working through the fall and winter the committee in- 
terviewed many candidates. After le-y de1ibemti:ons the committee selected Dr. 
Richarrl J. Stonesifer, then Dean of the Cokge of Liberal Arts at Drew Univefsity, as the 
new president; he took over direction ofthe institution on July 1,1971. 

It Was not the most auspicfow time to assume the presidency of a private college. The 
country was in a recession, the economy was suffering from spiraling inflation, e d -  
meats in mte wllws were. d d n b g ,  and prospective students were just beginnZag to 
question the  value of a call* education. To add to this Dr. Stonaifer was greeted by a 
newly formed faculty union; one of ths finst: established at a private college. For dI of 
these reams Dr. Stnnesifer's f b t  five years were marked by storm and st=. 

In 1967 Monmouth College received authorization to offer graduate work on the 
mater's level. In the early 1970% thd move was to loosen the curdculum and malce it 
more flexible. It was during this per id  that students became discontent wi€h simply 
running extra&cuk activities md demmded a vuim in academic and admhistmtive 

The end of the war in Vietnam, a tight job market and the resultant interest in 
career education sewed to quiet student umesL Momnonth College ia 1976 demandrated 
m b s W  endurance, flexibility, aql-aptabifity, and continued vitality, 



Oa September 27, t 970 the Asbury Bark Pms ran tlte following article entided "Jersey 
Pioneem*" 

At the time of his death in A u p t  1953 at age of 92  James R Mowt wm the oldest mayor 
la New Jersey. He had been mayor of West Long Branch since 1931. 

m a t l y  Mr, Mount's @tical mrmr in the borough began in 1914 when be was elected to  he 
&rm& Cowd. %re were 6788 meetings of the C a d  during his pedod of &ce . , . and Mr. 
Mount aaly &sad ix of them. He had attended 41 2 c o ~ u ~ e  ramdngs when, on A p d  2, 
1942, be dW b Mr. 

From the dme he ww elected mayor, after slx tern m coudmm, Mr. Mount was o m d  
only om=. That was b 1934 whw he overwhelmed his #dm3 to 90. 

Mr. Momt was native barn in the community where he p s e d  his entire life.. But at tb ttme of 
his bitth, June 1861, the borou& was gm of E a t o n t m  Township. It w a  w ~ v e 1 y  called 
Aoopenrtown and thea Bran&- before becodng W& Long Branch. 

James M~mt'lp father, George, was a b w r .  When the boy was nim he was already worldng in 
&Ids Weattmdhg&d.At theageof 1 4 h e l & ~ d t o w o r k f u l l t l n m e o n ~ f a r m . P a r t o ~  
his labol was in the farms marlpit. Marl was used then to mix with the fidd d for better mop 
p~odwtion, 

Those few pears in grammar d ~ o o l  were the extent of hixi formal education except for a few 
mntks when ha wasr 22. Af that t h e  he athmded h s  at Coleman CoUege, N m k  But he le£t, 
deciding that his future was ia farming. 
By the time he heas 27 the pung man had accumulated enaugh ra build ?& own home on 

Msntnouth Road, tb house he was to b hing In the day he W. 
A e t d y  he erected two large woodenhowes that were ~pamted only by a Ierge lawn, 5nt 

was built h 1888 and there he Iiwd with his sister -a. In 1896 when the mayor to be rnaaled 
Edis hbeTle Jeffrey of Oakhunt he compIeted a duplicate af his ff mt house to whfeh he brought 
his bride. bibs hvhh conthued Gving in the fhst horn. 

Mrs. Mount died in 1926 without having GhiIdren and her widower returned to the hame ha ha8 
formerIy shred with his sister. 

At the thee that he started his first how, Jams Mount decided to peddle the pmducb of his 
farm by wagon. He had for som time reaIized that the summer visitom especially those with lh 



big homes dong the B l h m  and West Bnd beacbfmnt, were a prize sow of businas. So b 
sought and obtained their patronage and for many m m e m  ~twffnwd to suwy them with vege- 
tables and fW. 

Om d bi9 chief customrs was W. U. S. G m t .  And while W. Mom4 called at tfwj Grant 
Cattage M y  duag the summer and d&Z k t l y  wirh-Mrs. Grant, ha n m  saw the general elme 
enough to engage him in oonwmtion. 

After m y  yeats when the produce busha  b e p  to faiI due to the competition of grocery 
stores and modern merchndis'i, Mr. Mount still l l u a d  to =we the rkh w~mmer r d a .  Rut 
hm now built teolnis mum and privab roads as well a m g  on a landmphtg se*. Until 
Wodd Wgr ILhe conduced a 6at.wagon d k  an& s& delivery bushes fn the hmdhte a m  of hfs 
Carm. 
Mr. Mount kae b w d  c h a h m  of two lmg Bran& Imtitotims, the ]Long Branch B a r n  

Co. and the %&ow Cam Savings a n d h n  Asmiation. 
His mt mtabk mtribudan to managing f i e  local -mnt WEIS h-eonam for thrift. On 

the few oucasiom that the tax rate was irr-ed during his admlnfstmtian, he 9gohgizd pubhly 
for the mud. 

Just before his death d the oet&raian of Zlis 9 k d  birthday hu told hh pat&: 

"I I+W br- up ihe had way md T worked bard. But I was nwer dBaorqpd." I&sn In&&- 
hg &at his years made him philosophid, be added T h e ~  newt was my ue in ge- 
m ~ ~ & ' '  

GARRET AUGU!TMJ$ HOBART 

Garret Augustus Hobart, the twenty-fo- vicepresident of the United States, was 
barn on June 3, 1844 in a hause Iocatecl on the norbide of Broadway rreat the h t e ~  
section of present-day Lamst .Avenue. Mrs. M e t  Edw@&, widow of Cwptain Daniel, 
Edwards and daughter of William Chasey, who occupied the house during the presidential 
camp@ of 1896 reported that the. dwelling "has b e d e  of great interest to visitors 
since the Saint bu& Convention, many being O@Q@ . . t~ inspect the birthp1-p. of the next 
vimpresident of the United States." 

Hobart wis the son of Addison W M  and Sophia (Kinderveer) Hobart. His father was 
a teacher at the Long Branch Academy. Addison W. Hob&, Garret's fatherI cam from 
Cow County, New Hampshire to New Jersey in the 1830's. He settled in Marlboro 
Tomship and shortly later married Sophia V m h e e r ,  sister of Gamt k Vanderoeer of 
Deal. me vicepresident-to-be was named for his uncle. The young Garret W e d  his ed- 
ucation at his Mher's ~ h o o l  at the age of four. When Gamt was eight years old, the family 
moved back to Malbero where his father opened a gene& store. 

Garret graduated from Rutgem CoUw in 1863, subsequently studied Law and was 
admitted to the New Jemey bar in 1866. He established his practice in Patemon and be- 
came the city council. He entered politics arrd s d  in the New Jemy Assambly Jn 1873- 
74 and in the New Jersey Senate in 1 877-82; he was speaker of the Assembly in 1 874 and 
president of the Senate in 188 1 a d  1 882. He accepted the nomination as +president 
in 1 896, on the ticket with W d l i m  McKinley, and was elected. 

Hobart nwer mwred his ties with Momouth County. In the late 1880's he summered 
at Monmouth Beach and in 1899 he rented Norman-hunt, a palatial mansion that had 
been construd fm Norman LA Munro la 1886. The home staod on the nortkweat cam- 
er of Cedar and Norwood Avenues, the p-nt site of the Guggenheim Memorial 
Limy- Hobart was in ill health at  the time and it was hoped that the fresh ai and 



pleasant m u n d i n g s  would aid his recovery, The house in which he- stayed was mm- 
modious, relatively secluded and seemed to meet dl the requirements of a semi-indid. 

The vice-president arrived at Norman-hunt shortly followlag the dose of the ,spring 
session of Congress and with the e x e n  of a brief visit to Piathburg, New Ysrlt in 
August he spent the eatire summer of 1896 in West Long Branch. Wdmt McKinley, 
and m y  other prominent politid f@um of the day, vtsited Hobart during this period. 

R&artrs health failed to improve and he returned to Patersoa on September 20 where 
he died on November 21,1899. As stated pteviousty t he  mamion in which he stayed was 
constructed for Momn L. M u m  (1 843-1894) and was o d  by Muuro's widow. hau rn  
had made a fortune in pubkhing. The mansion was dWuyd by fire in 1902. The prop- 
erty was p u d m d  in 1903 by M m y  Guggmhdm; immediate p h s  were made to con- 
struct nr palatid summer home. 

Mbwt van B s ~ t l y s e a  

DAN RICE CIRCUS JESTER AMD PHEANTHROPIST 

Dwhg his Wetime Dan Rice w i v e d  the applause and addation of @ions and it 
tIwrefbre menu m anomdy that his burging place in the Old First UAta M e w  
Cemetery remained unmarked far over wmtp+ix years. It was n d  until October 1916 



that a simple $€one was put ia p h e  to mark the graw of the world renowned circus 
down and & m a n .  

Rice was born in Mew Yo& City an 3antmy 25,1823. His father wa DanteI M c h ,  
a grocer and hendunan to Aaron Bum. His mothm was E b a b t h  Crum, dauater of .a 
Methodist pmcher l i e  in Ocean Township; Elizabeth was the tenth child in a family 
of fourteen. Dan M c b n  and Elizabeth had met at a "memaking"  at Lo# Bmch 
a year previous and this culminated in their elopement, Following a three week honey- 
moon the ymmg couple called at the home of the brideas parents. Their reception was 
far from c~ td ia l ,  Dan McLmxn was banished from the home and Elizabeth's parents 
instituted legal pmceedhgs that resulted h the annulment of the marriage. M i t ~  Crum 
mamid Hugh Manahan, owner of a dairy, two pears later. In addition to opemting a 
d m y  Manahan was a lover of race horses and a devstee of the turf. Young Daniel was 
introduced to horses at an early age. His mother died when the lad was only aine and 
BE subsequently grew tired of the regimentatim in the Mantshm household. At the age 
of nine he made his debut as a jockey and asmmed the name Dusty Dm Rice. 

His couear as a shawman begm at Pittsburgh in 1841 when he acquired a halfinterest in 
Lord Wmn, an educated pig. Following tbis, Rice became a circus strongman. In 1844, 
he found W hue role as a down. During the next thirty years he was associated witha 
 numb^ of well known circuses and he himself was the, proprietor of several wagon aa8 
river-boat circuses. En his day the c i t m  was st3U a qne-ring show add a clown wuld 
command tbe entire audience. In the late 186fs, when he w a  st the height of his popu- 
Wtp, he drew a salary of $1,000 a week and was as we4 known as P.T. Bmum. Circus 
folk atiu think: sf h h  as one of the greatest of American clam 

Dan made his hist circus tour in 1885. He then mturnd to West Long Bmch where 
he lived with mlatim. Dtsring bfa lifetime he rmtds several fortunes. His generosity to 
friends, poor investments and business reversw left Dan pmct idy  pennilw in the last 
days of his life. He bad no home af his awn when he died but hed at the Brown hme- 
stead an Norw~od Aveoue. When be died in BOO them was no money to pay for W 
fanetal and a market: was never put on his grave. 

Descendants of Dan Rice. still Sive in Ocem Tawnsblp, Fair mven and West Long 
3much. Louis Batbour, former West Long Branch muncIIm, and n Rice dmwndant 
was inmrnentd in arranging a Dan Rice Day which was observed on Ocober 17,1976. 
Donations Wed on M owasion and other contributions were used to p W h e  a grave 
M e r  which was made available at cost by the Long 13fanch Monument Company. 

The reader interested in a detailad account of Rice's rife should read the book me 
On&iYo~e S o w :  The L$e a d  7Wa o$ D m  Rke, Cirw Jester ond Philenthmpfst 
by Jolm C. Kunzog, 



Each Memorial Day the members of the New Em Mofiumeat and Benmlent ASsocia- 
tion gather h the Old First United Methodist Church Cemetery in West Lo% Bmch to 
oonduct services for the ill-fated vktim. af the New Era tragedy. They assemble before 
tbe tall gunite shaft that was dedicated on November 20, 1892. T ~ E  in1scdptloa on the 
monument reads as folfows: ''In Memory of the 240 German Paswngerh of the Ship NEW 
Erst Wmked off DeaI Eeach Noember 13, 1854. Wtd by the New Era Monument 
m a t i a n  of EJew Jersey," 

The year I854 was the hig4point of German jmmjgration to the United States. Many 
Getnmans came before and many f~llowed dter but the year 1 8 5 4 , ~ ~  21 5,008 enter the 
country. Unfortunately 286 of that number failed to find a haven in the new world. 
Along with 132 other passengers they had sailed aboard the 1328 ton packet: ship New 
Era on September 28,1854 from Bremen bound for New h r k .  The shIp was new, ha* 
bm built in Bath, Maine, at a cast of $60,000, and hanched the previous April. Her car- 
60 consisted of six bundred tons of chalk, about twenty th~usand cubic feet of general 
merchandise, and a pawnger llst of five cabin passengers, six in m n d  class and three 
hundred and sevetlty-fow Jn st-. The crew consisted of 29 pefsom and twelve passen- 
gers' cooks making a grad tatd including the captain of 427 so&. 

Aftef leaving Bremen the ship stoppd at  Liverpool and from there departed 0x1 the 
trrurs-Atlantic voyage. Durine, the fitst few @eels the trip was uneventiid. It was no better 
1101: worse than tbe: average trip on a d i n g  vesel where many people were crammed t* 
pther  without proper food, ventiIation or ranitation. However, two weeks into the voy- 
age choIem broke out among the pammgm and crew; the plague clmtimed forty& W k  

Dwing the latter part of October the ship mmuntered heavy Mes, the cook's @ley 
was swept overboard and the vessel began to leak making it ne- to m a u s t l y  
man the pumps. Oa Sunday maming, November 12, she encountered fog; the ship hem 
to roU heavily and refused to answer the helm. The mptzdn bst his re&@* and 1& 
stated that he mu@t that he was off the coast of Long Hand. W y  on the morning 04 
Nombef  13 the ship struck the outer bar north of the pment day Convention I W  at 
Asbuy Park, contemporary awounts referred to the area as Deaf k h .  

Now began the truly tragic part of the disaster. Even today the North Jemp shore can 
be break and foreboding in November. Imagine how the spatgely settled coast a p p d  to 
the pasmzngers of the New Era as they looked toward shore while huge w a r n  broke over 





Zn 189 1 a group of conscientious citizens of G e m  descent banded together to pro- 
vide a decent grave marker- They organized the &w &a Monument h k t f o n  and 
through voluntary contrjbatlom cofiected $700,00 and pu-zwd a suitable monutnent 
that was dedicated on November 20, 1892. Smce thm the Association has cared for the 
plot and the mernbem @her each Memorial Day to hold serPicea la memory of the 
dctims, Later the Assodation became Incorporated and began to ptovide sick and 
death bene% to membem. Durlng the eighty-six yews of &stewe the New Era Monw 
mmt and Emevoletlt Association, IRC. has been able to extend a hdping hand to members 
who are in need and others connected with the organization. 

'Ihase a definitive account of this tragedy should cmwrt me Wreck of the 
New Erd Upon the New Iemy a&, November 13, J85# by Julius F M c h  Sacbe 
pubwed in the Proceedings of tlre P e n m y h ~ ~  Society, volume 16,1907. 

Robert Van Benthaysun 

West Long Branch Pirbllc Libraty 
MLongB=hNJ 



Photo by Chados Maps 



"In;. YOU LIVE HERE - YOU BELONG." 

The idea of a community center far West Long Branch was first c o n b a d  and ini- 
tiated by the We& Long Branch Lions CIub early in 1953. As a result of intensive in- 
vestigation through the spring and summer of that year, the Qub negotiated the purchslse 
of the oId Norwood Country CIub property on h w t  Avenuee This properky had been 
abandoned for ten years or more and, although structurally sound, was in a state of total 
disrepair. 

Tackling the seemingly impossible task of rehabilitation, the  members of the Lions Club 
and other interested residents spent every sable moment from late August until late 
October in volunteer labor. 'Ilk labor, toether with contributed materials and a mall 
working fund of % 1,500 borrowed from the Long Branch Tmt Company, brought some 
d e r  out of chaos. On October 1 3, 1953, the Lions Club took title to the pruprty , and 
on October 24, opuned the doors of the Community Center to the pub& for a barn dance. 

During the winter months, addiaional work was done to the baing ,  dthough irr- 
adequate heating facilities limited the use of the building The permanent o m t i o n  of 
the project was completed and, early in 1954, West Long Branch Community Center, hc., 
a no-profit corporation, was o m d  and took OW the direction and w n t d  of the 
centm* On Mach 23, 1954, tEw Lions Club parted with its legal in- and mnveyed the 
title to the property to the new 0-tion. In pwcha&g the pmpertJI mdhiWly r+ 
habilitating it, the Goas Club was Indebted for $9,500 on s mortgage and $1,450 on a 
note. On the trmfm of the property, these obligaMm were assumed by the Community 
Center Corporation. 

Upon takiw over the ownwhip and management of the property, the West Long 
Branch Community Center, Inc, first adopted an over-& plan for & development af the 
center. Thereafter, all impromments in the building and grounds were in stccardance with 
the p2m. In the late spring of 1954, the Board of Education of West Long Rmch was 
conftronted with a shortage of classmom facilities. As a d t  of negotiation between the 
Board of education a i d  tha Center, the Center provided, and the B m d  rented, two 
ht - ra te  classroomain the Community Center building. These. were mated by remodding 
a portion of the building dwhg the summer of I954 and financed by banowing on 
notes frOBl the L m g  Branch Tmt Company to the extent of S7,SQO. A major wst item, 
but of great value to the Center, was the installation of a modern heating system. 



AU itnprovenwnt~ in the buiIding until 1957 had been confmd to the north wing and 
the connecting area between the north and huth wings. During the winter of 195657, 
the Center hrna its attention to the large. wutb wing The &rough at the m a  M e  
faced a dire need for Iarge Borough quarters. The Borough's problem and the Center's 
concern about the south wing found a o m o n  nsdutipn in the development of the south 
wing into a modem, new Wrough EMI. The project was wded out by the Cornunity 
Center and financd by the Centerb The new facility was completed during 1957 and 
I& to the Borough for twenty years at  a rent of $6,500 per year. 330 mortgage was 
paid off in July, I 977. and the Bomugh bought the bddlng for $ f .W from the Center. 

During 1957, in addition to the Borough Eldl improvement, the Center complef ed the 
rehabititation of the "Bmezeway", the area between the two wings. This provided an 
additional large. room available for activity, In conjunction with this work, a kitchen was 
instalfd in the end of the Breezeway area 

The Center again came td the community's assistance when they sold the Mezeway 
m a  to the Borough for conversion f o library use; this accUmd in 1970. This transaction 
necessitated the construction of new kitchen facilities; the ballroom was refurbished at 
approximately the =me time. 

Many borough-bad civic groups use the center as a meeting place on a regulm basis. 
The Boy Smuts, the Girl S~souts, the 4-H Clu bl the himre Club, and many athers have 
their meetings there. The facilities of the Center are available on a first-come reservation 
schedute and are fme to West Long Branch residents fet immediate family park.  The 
Center's Annual Fair is usualIy hdd in August. Other annual events include a Mew Ysar's 
Ere Party, St. Patrick's Day dance, Easter e g  hunt, flea market, and E-blloween dance. 
TFM Center also sponsuw theater trips.and bus trips to sports events. 

Since its beginning, the Center has lived up to its motto 'Tf you Live here - you belong." 
During the course of its history, probably several hundred residents have served on the 
Center's Board of Tmtees and many other Bornugh residents have volunteered their time 
fw specid events such as the h n u a l  Fair. The Board of Trustees repmnts a wide 
spectrum of Borough organizations and provision has been made for the election of 
rnembemaGlarge to speak for those midents who are not directly connected with an2 
Borough orgmhtilon. The first officers were: Harvey D. Leuin, Resident; Peter Cooper, 
l9cs-Fresident; William I. Morgan, k o a d  ViceMdent; Dominick B b o ,  Secretary; 
Henry Alexander, Wtztnt %crew;  and John R Disbmw, Treasurer. The current of- 
f- are: Wdter James, President ; Carolyn Gattis, l st l4ce-President ; Ann M k ,  2nd Vice- 
Aeddent; Harriet Rice, Recording Secretary; Matty Hobeman, Co~zesponding Secretmy; 
and Amdia Loparto, Trerisurer. 

TKE WEST LONG BRANCH HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

The West Long Branch Histodcd Society is an outgrowth of the Borough% Historical 
Commission that was appointed by Mayor Shaheen in 1 975. The Commisdon was charged 
with amnging the Bosou&s observation of the RicgntemM. The Commission members 
forned the nucleus of the Historical Society which is open to anyone interested in pre- 
serving the historical heritage of our Borough; understanding the history of o w  commun- 
ity is to gaining a better appreciation of the area in which we live. The meljor function 
of the o d a t i o n  is to discover and collect any material which may help to establish or 
illustrate the history of West Long Branch The current officers are: Anita F&o, h s i -  
dent ; Shfdey kana, Vice W d e n t  ; Edith Woalley, Secretary; and Irene Worles, T m m .  



THE AMERICAN LEGION 

The American Legion Post of West Long Bmch was formed on May 20,1946, primdy 
through the efforts of J. Russell waolley. The mgmhati~nd meeting conducted by 
George Ziska of Long Branch r d e d  in the election of Elatry S. Coopex as the &st 
Commandm. The present Commander is M e  Giffard and meetings am held in the 
Borough Wall; there am 1 21 membrs. 

The argmhatioa is dedicated to the wetfare sf the veteran and his dependents. They 
give gmeruwly of their time for dimbled veterans and their families at the hospitals and in 
-homes. They mnduct the Mernoriat Day services at the V&ms' monument in front 
of the Cammunity Center a d y .  The monument w a ~  made possible by members' 
solicitation of funds from Borough residents. A large part of the funds raised by the organ- 
izatiotl is spent on child welhx.  The Legion and it's Ladies AuKtliary use all m m e r  of 
fund-raising activities. The men conducted a monthly paper drive for more than 20 yeerrs. 
Cake sales and dinners are heId to raise funds. The men asgist with the Christmas tm 
lighting for the community CMsEm5ts tmo. They contribute to the baseball, football and 
Boy Scouts' programs. They have. held essay and &tory contests in the public schook. 
They we= the otiginators of the program to clean up FrankfIn Lake. 

The Iwdies A w i k y  of the American -011 was o w  in Febnx4lry 1955, with 
EIXTS, Joseph HeinIein it's fmt President. The p-nt hsident is Mrs, Basil Sfocum. 
These women work on the projects mentioned above and spend considerable time en- 
tertaining the hospital patients. 

Each year the Pmt a d  the A~urciiiary send two boys and two girls to Rutgers and 
Douglass Coneges for over a week to participate with 1400 other young people in a course 
in the furdamentala of gaverament, holding pseuda-elections on city, county and state 
Ievels, higW&ted by the election of a girl and a boy govern. 

WEST LONG BRANCH SENIOR CITEENS HOUSING CORPORATION 

The committee met on Jdy 1, 1972 at the Borough Hall, with Mayor Sheehazl ia at- 
tendance fur its orgmhtional meeting. The fixst official meting was held on August 14, 
1972. Tha main order of bushes for the committee has been the selection of a dte for a 
mior  citizens h o e  project. The site finatly selected, which is located at the foot of 
Community Drive and Forest Street, was a contropersid one, Some residents of the im- 
mediate am objmted to khe site. They claimed that draimge in the area was poor and 
that construction on the site would increase this problem. 

Groundbreaking eremonies for the complex were held on February 19,1977. Patricia 
Q. Sheehan, state commissioner of community affairs attended and spoke to the m w d .  
The complex is to be called Peter Cooper Vdlage a d  will be comprised of 19 onastory 
build- on 15 acres. An additionai 9-7 acres adjoining the property has been purchased 
to be preserved in its natural state- h h  Anbur E. Ritscher is pmident of the Corporation. 



THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

The West Long Ban& C b m h  of Commerce was organized in a tradition4 m a l l  
t o m  faahion. It kad been dismssed for many months o w  coffee at G a b ' s  R~taumnt by 
three local bwitlessmen: Angeb Vdewam, R~bert Morris, and Harry DeCamp. Finally 
tImy DeCamp took the initiative to contact dI the l d  b u s b ~  pmgIe in the coinmud- 
ty to discuss the p&iLity offormiag a local Chamber af Commerce. 

A meEing was held in the early fdJ of 1966 at the West Low Bmch Co~zzmuisity 
Center. A vtrry hrge tm-out w;ts repork.&, and fha idea was met with enthusiasm. Mr. 
DeCmp was nominated as the 'first president; he was fojlowed by George Saw,  Angel0 
Vkn-o, Anthony P. Sgr~ ,  lawreace IhMmo, Keith SmyW, Gregory Ch*opbRr, 
and William Tetti. 

The Chamber has brought tqgether many b w b s  pwple to discus idea and improve 
ments to the b w b s  community of West b a g  Branch. It also h a  sponsomd m a y  s d a l  
events which have united the bushes people and the community in a very strong bond of 
fiiezldship. 

h t h o n y  P. Sgm 

TBE FRIENDS OF THE WEST LONG BRANCH LIBRARY 

The Hen& of the West Long Branch Public Libmy held their organizational sn~ting 
in March of 1964. The idea for founding the organization is credited to Mrs. Donald 8. 
Mayer and hi. Fmdodck W. Weston, Jr. It was they who &st reBJizBd the n d  fur addi- 
tional suppottt from the residents of the b o u g h  if our Library was to grow md f l o e  
Basically, the gmup is interested in publicizing the Library and raising funds for improve 
ments to the building. They carry on a delivery system to shut-ins and reddents of 
nursing homes that has been very weU received, The first slate of offf cers was Wdihm P. 
Doherty, President; Gardner C. Klein, Vice M d m t ;  MaTS Donald R Mayer, Secretar~r; 
and Mrs. Frederick W. Weston, Jr., Trewwr, 

Currently the  friend^'^ are working to buiId support throughout th c m w  fur a 
much-needed addition to our Library. Ovex the yean they have held book fairs, Iiberouy 
parties, and other functions to raise funds with which they have donated recards, books, 
and fumi- to the Library. Mrs. Hmy W. Temey, Jr. is cumnay servhg as Pmddent. 



CELEBRATION 

The fmt 4th of July cdebrationtook place in 1838. A procession marched from Liierty 
Pole (uptown Long Branch) to the Methodist Episcopal Church on Locust Avenue to hear 
a sermon by J. H Dandy. The church was the center of many social activities. 

FIRST CHURCH 

The fM church in the area was built around 179 I .  It was located on the west side of 
Monmouth Road st fit* south of West Palmer Avenue and was used by several denomina- 
tiom, The church cemetery still remains near where the church was located. 

In 1808 discdons between Reverend Zenas Conger and Reverend Samuel Budd r e  
sulted in a split in the Methodist society. Reverend Conw remained in the Independent 
Methodist Church. Reverend Budd's congregation b d t  the present Methodist Church at 
Locust Avenue on property donated by Alexadtr McGregor. 

MURDER 
From *Ruwrtala3ng A ?Whn9' by the W 2 A  W W a  Roje=f. I940 

During the Civil War there occurred one of the grimmest murders Jn the history o'f tang 
Branch, fhe Slocurn of July 3, 1863, On that night, Abigail, wife of Pete Slocum, 
was murdered by a shot gun while nursing her youngest baby in her home an Wsll Street, 
w e t  of Monmouth Road. lnterspmd with the condolences to Pete were murmurs that 
bis lot was not as i sd  as might be supposed, for he had alwap preferred his wife's sister, 
&cine 

Despite the coroner's inqu-t, Sheriff John Wo~Uey was at a Ioss for clues until his r eb  
the, Sam Woolley, a veterinarian, told him that at daybreak on the night of the murder he 
had seen Pete Slucum ddtag down toward the show. This news unloosed the tongue% ~f 
gu&ps and in the public mind the rumors of Pete's romance with Miss Chasey quickly be- 
Game involved with the crime. 



At the bW on Sptember 5th, which quickI y fuflawed Pe€e's arm$, Samud Woalley's 
testimony %as .enough tb convict the a ~ a m d  ,man of .murdar in the first Beg&. Sheriff 
WooIIey b-d him on N~wmber 27th. Pete2 Slowm was not permitted hutj81 in the 
chxgchyrQ, but was intend on Wbn B. Slowm's property near that of William 
ambew. 

McGREGOR HOUSE 

?he Wdkesoon home, also known as the McGmgor house, was located where Woolley 
Park b bow. At on0 tjme the house was an inn for travelen, corn from Mainasqua to 
Shd Dock (Branchport in Long Branch) and then by boat to New York. The inn was run 
by one -of the Rapper , f d y .  

CHET l 3 o m  - OLYMPIC STAR 

Wwt Lnog Branch proclaimed Sunday, November 21,1976, as "Chet Bowman Day" to 
honor one of its most famolls sons. Mr* Bowman attended the old Chattie Ha Schad, 
later r e m a d  Long Branch High School. I t  was there that he first displayed his athletic 
skills; he was alhtate quarterback in 19 19 and t 928. This led to further athleti~ honers at 
Syracuse University. He was o member of the United States Olympic Team in 1924 and 
finished fourth ib the 1 OD-meter nm and was a member of the victorious 400-meter relay 
team. Mr. k o m  was one of the faunden of the Shadow Lawn Savings and h Assu- 
ciatiqn. 



WHAT'S IN A N M ?  

Over the years many individuals have sug$ssted that the B o r o ~ s  name should be 
changed. They cite the confusion with our neubor, Long Branch, the lack of originality, 
and the fact that the name is too long to fit on many fm. In this age of cumputar- 
generated m i b g  labek, the latter reason may be considmd the most valid. A con&ed 
effod to bring about a name change occurred in 1963, when the Bmugh's Junior Cham- 
ber of Commme conducted a survey of residents to determine if, indeed, a name cbange 
was wanted. Some of tBe suggestions put forward am: Shadow Lawn, Norwood, Brook 
Wiflow, CollegmiUe, and Qak Park. Hawevw, aust of the residents who mponded to the 
swey were against a m e  change. 

1. RUSSELL WOOLLEY 

It is probably an understatement to say of J. Russell Woolley that "we will not see his 
Iike again." J, Russell Wooltey md as Borough Qerk of West Long Branch fmm 1921 
to 1 969. He was also a member of the Board of Education for ten y w ,  president of Fire 
Campany No. 1 and Elomugh Fire Chief as wen as being o member of t h ~  Board of Health 
for 1 8 years. On the cowty level he was County Clerk from 1939 to 1 969; immediately 
prior to this he served on the Board of Freeholders fgr three yeas. Mr. Woolley was active 
in numerous social and service organizations. The park at the intersection of Cedat Avenue 
and Momouth Road was dedicated in honor of Mr. WooUey on June 2,1971 ; @o~ernor 
William T. Cahlll was the principal speakex at the dedication. 



IN THE MARKET FOR A MAUSOILEUM? 

That stone mas-focated in the southeast corner of Glenwood Cemetery and visible from 
Monmouth Road is a ghostly monument to an idea that failed. Construction of the 
3325,000 marble and concrete building was begun in 1925. Work ceased in 1927 before 
the roof, windows, and the interior were finished. The Glenwood Mausoleum Company 
went bankrupt and the u n f i i e d  buildingbecame the property of the cemetery company. 
The 2lhstory mausoleum is vacant today. The presentday ~emetery directors report they 
stitl lack funds to complete the building and are sorry the project was started in the first 
pf ace. 

CouWy UaitdPbst Methorn Church M m r n  

fidtm s~dwk. ~ r q m b t m  a m. 

To oommemrsste its foundbg, the Boraughh held three major celebrations: the Sjlver 
A m h a m y  was observed in 1933, the Golden IlnniYmmy in 1 958, and the Sixtieth M- 
ve- in f 968. As with most activities in our community there was wide spread partici- 
pation by aJ1 the midents. The following is a list of those citizens who were officially 
charged with anaging activities on these occasions. 



Reghdd F. Van Note - Chairman 
John Heyer - h t a r Y  
Louis J. Barbour - Treasurer 

Rev. S k y  D. Myers 
W. Hugh Ryder 
F d  S.chantz 
Dr. 2. B. Taylor 
George F. Van Huel 
Myron R. Wodey 

Marvey D. kaia - 
Fhw L Townsend - 
Vincent J. Kubb - 
J.hwardE;irby - 
F k y  S, Cooper - 
Harry S. DeCamp - 
John J. DeBruin - 
Mrs. OmiUaMcCIaJn - 
A. Francis Wetrich - 
Basil Shcum - 
S o h  12. Qbbmw - 
George W. Soremn - 

Qlaitmm 

Repxamnting Fae Compmy No. 1 
Reprer~nthg Fire Company No. 2 
Representing Fmt Aid !3quad- 
Repreesentii Community Center 
R e p m t h g  Board of Education 
Representing Pmnt Teachers Asso 
Rqresendng W.L.B. Lions Club 
Rqmnt ing  Ammi~an Legion 
Representing Sqmtsman*~ Club 
Repmnting Momouth College 

MEMBERS AT U R Q B  

Mn. Gardner Kleh - Historian 
Mrs. Edwin R. Berg& 
dadrew S. I(rod 
Robert F. M e g m  
Reghaid F. Van Note 

Ray Barkex 
Lm Benjamin 
Rw. John Caxty 
Rev. Gerald CeIetana 
Anthony Cwntino 
Barbara D e m m  
Francis D M c h  
John Di~brow 
Domenic Da Vito 
Betty Edwards 
Mrs- Gadper Wein 
Vincent Kubh 
hter La Mama 
Jamam Leslie 

Ralph Manna 
Fred Metler 
Rev. W. Robert Oswdd 
Charles W. Ribher 
James Runan 
Gorge Shaw 
Robert ShimaaIan 
Marcis Tenney 
Frmm Towmend 
R o M  Van Benthuysan 
Vernon WorIes 
Fred Works 
Paul Zigo 



MAYORS - COUNCILMEN - BOROUGH CLERKS - 1908 to 1977 

Mayors 

Dr. Edward M. Beach 

Frank S, Brand 

Thomas W. Cooper, Sr. 

Charla A. Pooh 

John H. Sutphen 

Thddew Schenck 

C.A, Wright 

mur I?. Golden 

Mome V. Pode 

Joseph D. Van Note 

m w  F* Gob 

David w. Smith 
Frank Antonides 

Sainuel R W e r  

Jma R Mwmt 

Dr. Owen WooIky 

Fred w. Schantz 

H v  J, Shahw 

Councilmen 

Charles H. Stillwagon 

W d l h n  H. Dennis 

Monroe V. P~ole.  



Mom E. Johnson 

Fred W. Van Nots 

Frank F. mlg 

Roy Bowman 
George E. Woolley 

Solomon R. Shaman 

George C. Wosd 

William 1. Bridge 

William H. Thompson 

Clifford Jawbus 

Dr. owen woou&y 

Harry W. Qerk 

D, Hahey Phdan 
Hemy k Schulte 

Pred W. Schantz 

ka L. Decamp 
Roy C. hmna 

Louis 3. Barbour 

R. Vogel 
George M. Conway 

W p h  Ardoho, Jr. 

Andrew 3. Thomi 

Richard F. Cooper 

Haw S. Decamp 

Henry J. S h a h ~ n  

Fred L. b h o n  

Robert U S h i m  

CCmnt term ends 1977) 

W d t ~  S. Lem~r 1968-197 1 

Dr. R i c W  H. M w e e  

Dr. James K. Hanagan 

hter W. Kemy L9.976- 
m t  term ends 1978) 

(Cmewt term ends 1978) 

Alexander A. Langs 1 977- 
(Current temn ends 1979) 

Borough cldm 

kthur  D. Van Note 1908-19 I3 

Frank A. Pmle 1914-1921 

J. RusseU WoolIey 1921-1969 

Frames Townsend 1970- 



WEsT LONG BRANCR POSTMASTERS 

Year 

PQstllwstel.s 

George L, Gibbs 

Walter Sherman 

Mrs. Bertha E. Edwards 

George W. Katnpf 

Frank E. Layton 

Ernest B. Wolcott 

Mrs. Mary W. Van Note 

Mrs. Phoebe S. Hoffman 

Roy h w a n  
Thema Wood 

William H. Conww 

Date Appointed 
November 1 0, 1897 

March 8, 1915 

December 1 1, I 91 9 

July 7,1925 

bhy 17, 1927 

May 10, 192% 

April 26, 1930 

June 3, 1930 

June 9, 1934 

O~tober 319 1941 

July 31, 1950 

FIRE CHLEFS - BOROUGH OF WEST LONG BRANCH 

Walter S berman 
George F. Van Huel 
Ftank Dennis 
Jam= Atcheson 
Eugene Bowman 
Harry T. Hopper 
Charles H. SWwagon 
Fred W. Van Note 
W b  E. Norton 
John Robbeck 
Wifllam L. Pode 
Edward RasweII 
Arthur D. Van Note 
George R. Waters 
Lewis Palmer 
Charles W. m p 8  
Solomon 3. Sherman 
W i U m  H. Dennis 
Oliver W. Morton 
Gmge C. Wood 
Frank Antonides 
DanieI Hauter 
Roy Bowman 

Year Name 

Chades G. b w e r  
Frank Sherman 
Atbert J. Frey 
J. Russell Woolley , Sr. 
John E. Tebbeth 
Lo& 3. nubn 
Warn  I. Morgan 
Thorn88 W. Cooper 
Herman W. Ruhbeck 
J. Bdgar Howland 
Frank S. Bilotta 
RumU IL Hagerman 
George M. Conway 
Harry W. Cooper 
WilIiam A, Van Bmnt 
John M. Heyer 
many casentino 
Chester S. Dennis 
Charles L. Morgan 
Harry hnnis 
5. Howard Kirby 
Charles M. Huhn 
Nichola Manchi 



FIRJ! C H E F S  ' (continued) 

Nme 
J. R U S ~  wo~nq,  ST. 

Frank C. Peterson 
Ralph P. H u h  
Carmen A. Cwentino 
Stanley 3'. Thompsm 
William H. Conway 
David C, M a s o n  
Edward Strada 
A. Francis Dietrich 
John R. Conway 
John S. I)eBmh, Jr. 
Paul S. Cosentina 

FIRST AID SQUAD CAPTAINS 

Nstme 

Kenneth B. drendorff 
wmm fitalimo 
R@& Hageman 
Jmes Mghccio 
John K. Hendrickson 
Emilio cosentino 
Thomas D. O'Rorke 
Frank Sicilian0 
Vernon F. Worles, Sr. 
Joseph Settembre 
C. kl~y t  G h m  

Charles G. Brawer 
Charles G. Brower 
Albert J* Frey 
Francis W. Palmer 
Raymond Bowman 
Raymond Antonides 
IIarry Den& 
Chester S. Dermis 
Hamy 5. ~ooper 
J. Edgar Hawland 
Roy Bowman 
Frzlnk S. Bitta 
h r g e  EA. Conway - 

in military serpiw 
Chester S. Dennis - 

Acting Captain 
Richard F. Cooper 
RiCw F. Cooper 
Gsorge M. Conway 
Robert A. Van Note 
ChMer S. himis 
F& s. Bn~m 
K-th B. Omdorff 
clam- A, Pullen 
William H. Conway 
warren a. Brand 

Year 

Stanley J. Thompson 
David C. h n m  
Richard F. Cooper 
Pramis W. Palmer 
Harry S. Dennis 
Rweli  K. Ekpmm, Jr. 
G. Fml& coldem 
Thomas D. Q'RarIre 
J, Roger Graves 
$mud J. T ~ m h i  
Vernon Works 
G. Ho* GiIman 
M u  Sunmonte 
Harry C. Cook 
Bd 5. Cosentho 
Jmph D. Galla 
&tef W b r m m  
CIatellce Golembiemlci 
Paul Updike 
K d  Wdtm 
Geraf$c;tsciano 
Fd*k Wmles, JL 
Richard F, Cooper, Jr. 
Victor Huhn 



WEST LUNG B M C H  POPULATION BASED ON FEDERAL CENSUS 

Numbet Change QWF 
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