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November 2, 2011

Greetings Mayor Tucci and Council Members,

It is my privilege to report that four members of the WLB Shade Tree Commission attended the 86th Annual New Jersey Shade Tree Federation Conference, in Cherry Hill, NJ, on October 21 and 22. Those members were, Sharon Kelly, Eileen Cieri, Nancy Ali, and my self.  
I know I speak for all of us, when I say, what an educational and inspiring experience it was, again this year. The two days of the conference were packed with informative talks given by experts in the “World of Trees.” Our members learned the importance of “Structural Pruning,” or pruning trees to have a strong single central leader,  “Pruning at the Time of Planting,” which has been previously thought to be contraindicated,  and “Roots” (you would not believe how much there is to know about roots) These three talks were presented by, Dr. Edward Gilman, from the Univ. of Florida. We learned about “Trees and the Law”, from Attorney, John H. Anlian.  Additionally, we learned about “Common NJ Tree Diseases & Insects Pests”, from Richard Buckley, of Rutgers Univ. and “Protecting Trees during Construction,” by Bill Brash, Mercer County Soil Conservation Director. 

By far, I believe all four of us would agree, the most fascinating and emotional talk was given by Wayne Dubin, from Bartlett Tree Experts, and Paul Cowie, Project Arborist. These two men were charged with finding, growing, and delivering, the 400 trees needed for the World Trade Center Memorial Project. An undertaking of monumental proportions, which has taken six years already, and will take at least two more years to complete. I’m pretty sure there was not a dry eye in the room, by the end of the program. These men were instructed that the trees, White Swamp Oaks, were to be gathered from only the four states directly affected by the 9/11 tragedy, New York, Pennsylvania, Maryland, and New Jersey. I felt proud of the fact that, once gathered, the trees were contained, carefully pruned, watered, fed, and meticulously and lovingly nurtured, right here in Monmouth County, in the town of Millstone. So far, 250 Oaks have been placed in their final home at the memorial. It is an arduous and nail-biting task to plant these now identically sized and shaped trees, in their very carefully engineered space at the Memorial. My wish is that everyone could learn about these trees, and the amazing people who lovingly and proudly grew them, before heading up to see the Memorial for the first time.
Finally, I am excited to announce;  the WLB Shade Tree Commission was chosen to receive, for our town, a very special tree, one of only 35  “Space Shuttle Trees”. These Eastern White Pines were grown from seeds provided to NASA by the NJ Forestry Tree Nursery, and were brought on board the Space Shuttle Columbia flight on April 4, 1997, by native NJ Astronaut, Gregory T. Linteris. The seeds traveled 1.5 million miles in space, and were brought back and germinated in Jackson, NJ. The seedlings have since been tended to, here on earth, by the NJ Forestry Service. Of particular note about the seeds in space – the germination rate of Eastern White Pine seeds is usually around 10 – 14 days. The seeds, which traveled on the space shuttle germinated in half that time! 
        The 35 trees, grown from seeds, are now considered to be a tribute to the astronaut crew who flew a few years later on Feb. 1, 2003, when the Columbia space shuttle broke up over Texas, and all seven astronauts were lost.    
      The NJ Shade Tree Federation will be delivering the tree, with its Certificate of Authenticity, to WLB in the Spring. They will document the location of its final home. The Space Shuttle Trees are one of a kind, and the community must agree to recognize it uniqueness and publicly display the tree within the community for the enjoyment of all. I have spoken to Mr. Alec McCartney, a Forester with the Community Forestry Program, who is in charge of the Trees. He has agreed to come personally,  to bring our tree, and speak on behalf of the program.

        It will be an honor for the WLB Shade Tree Commission to help keep the memory of those seven crew members alive by accepting, planting, and carefully tending to, our very own Space Shuttle Pine Tree.  

Thank you, Christine Guido 

